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Summary: Data from departments in each of three years from 2000 to the present suggests that all types of departments have experienced 
increasing numbers of political science majors in the last few years.  Notably, the public BA and MA political science departments reporting more 
than 200 majors doubled from 2008–09 to 2010–11; public BA mixed departments reporting more than 200 majors increased by 10% during 
these same years.  Both private and public PhD departments reporting more than 200 majors increased by 10% and 15%, respectively; and, in 
2010–11, not a single public PhD department reported fewer than 100 majors.  

 

About the Data: The 2010–11 APSA Departmental Survey was administered to 1,419 departments of political science and public administration at 
4-year colleges and universities in the United States.  The response rate was 22% (n=312) for all programs. Departments offering a BA as the 
highest degree had an 18% (n=183) response rate; departments offering an MA as the highest degree had a 29% (n=47) response rate; and, 
departments offering a PhD as the highest degree had a 32% (n=82) response rate.   

The 2001-2002 survey was mailed to the 1286 departments offering political science in four-year/two-year colleges and universities in the United 
States.  The response rate was 35% (n=444) for all programs. Undergraduate political science departments had a 36% (n=172) response rate; 
undergraduate social science and combined departments had a 15% (n=78) response rate; MA departments had a 66% (n=103) response rate; 
and, PhD departments had a 58% (n=76) response rate.   

Response rates for the 2008–09 survey are forthcoming. 

 

Citation: American Political Science Association. 2012. “Political Science Majors: 2000–01, 2008–09, and 2010–11 .” http://www.apsanet.org/
content_16886.cfm?navID=481. 
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2000-01 private-public distinction not available at this time. 
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