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G NT 368: | NTEREST GROUPS AND SOCI AL MOVEMENTS

Uni versity of South Carolina - Col unbia

Dr. Woliver

-Office: 326 Ganbrell Hall
- Tel ephones: 777-7442 (office); 777-3109 (nmessages)
-E-mail: Woliver@arnet.cla.sc.edu

-Office Hours: 8:00t09:15 and 11to 12 a. m Tuesday and Thur sday &
by appoi nt nent. Feel free to nake separate appointnments with e, if ny
of fice hours are not convenient for you.

-Class neetings: 9:30 to 10:45, Tuesday and Thursday.

Course Objectives: This course will introduce the student to the
t heori es, approaches and controversies concerning the politics of
i nterest groups and soci al novenents. We wi || study questions of
nmobi | i zati on and qui escence, tactics, organi zation and results. The
reading will cover the basic theories, the debates over the theories,
and application of the theories to enpirical studi es of groups and
soci al novenents in action.

Requi rements: Two m dtermexans and a conprehensive final exam
Student s nust al sowite one paper (see bel owfor details about the
three obtions on the paper).

Mdterm #1: 15% of grade. Tuesday, Sept. 16
Mdterm #2: 30% of grade. Thursday, Oct. 30
Cl ass presentation on paper: 5% of grade. Decenber 2 or 4.

Paper : 25%o0f grade. Last day to preapprove paper topic:
Thur sday, Sept. 25. PAPERS DUE Thur sday, Dec.
4,
Fi nal : 25% of grade. Tuesday, Decenber 9, 9 a.m

Attendance wi I | be taken every day, and your absences recorded. This
isinportant for course records and for periodic reports requested by
canpus scholarshipofficials (the Athletics Ofice, for exanple). In
addition, attendanceis required. Mre than five absences will result
i nal0%reductioninyour final grade. Chronic lateness will count as
absences.
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PAPER: There are three options for the paper assignnment.

Option #1: Youaretowite an eight toten page, typed paper
about an i nterest group, soci al novenent, or novenent/group | eader of
your choice. Your choice, however, needs to bepreapproved by ne by
Tuesday, Cctober 8th, at thelatest. No two students may research t he
exact sane i nterest group, or group | eader. Your paper (thisisvery
i nportant) shoul dintegrate the readi ngs and di scussionsinclassto
your study of the group or individual you study. Your paper shoul d
use proper footnoting and referencing, and di spl ay extensive library
research. W will tal k about the paper and short cl ass presentations
more during class.

Option #2: As an alternative research paper, you may start an
i nterest group of your own or participatein aninterest group and
write about your experiences. This nmust al so be preapproved by e by
Tuesday, Cctober 8th, at thelatest. Inyour paper |ink your studyto
t heori es and research we have di scussed i n cl ass. An al ternati ve paper
writer, let ne stress again, nust also discuss howthe group or
nmovenent relates to theories and research studiedinclass. |If youare
wor ki ng for a group, as part of your grade determ nation, | wll call
anot her responsi bl e personinthe groupto verify the work that you are
doi ng.

Option #3: You nmay choose to do a group paper. It is best if the
group i s no nore t han four people. The group nmay divi de up the work as
it seesfit, andturninagroupwitten and group researched paper.
The group paper, however, nust be 15-20 pages long. The sane
requi rements for paper option #1 apply to t he group paper with regards
tolibrary work, footnoting, referencing, andintegration of theories
and concepts fromour readi ng intothe paper. For the group paper,
t he group nust al so gi ve a group presentationtothe class ontheir
project, telling about the interest or novenent or | eader studi ed, how
it was studi ed, and the findings. G oup papers will be graded by an
aver age of ny grade of the final paper (70%, and t he group' s own grade
(30% givento each nenber of the group by t he whol e group, based on
t he shar e of the workl oad each nmenber of the group did, and the quality
of the work of each menber. | will discussinnoredetail howto do
t he group grade by group nenmbers with i ndi vidual groups duringthe
senmester. G oups & topics nust be preapproved by Sept 25t h.

| amhappy to di scuss papers with you before you officiallyturn
t hemin. Cone by during ny office hours or make a separ at e appoi nt nent
if youwould |like sone hel pw th your paper or want to go over your
i deas with ne.
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* Please Note: Youmay turninthe paper earlier than the due date.
Late papers will be marked down one entire letter grade.

Exanms: Exans wil| be short identificationand essays. |f you nmust
m ss an examfor any reason, you nust alert netothis fact beforethe
exam You nust present to ne a doctor's excuse or a witten
expl anati on for m ssing an exam Make up exans will be nore difficult
t han t he ori gi nal examand wi | | be schedul ed for the next day t he cl ass
neets. I|f theserequirenents are not net, a grade of "F" (zero points)
will be recorded for the m ssed exam

GRADES: Performance wi || be cal cul ated fromt he above requi renents.
Failure to conpl ete the assignnents (thisincludes the paper) wll
result inan"F" for your senester grade. | reservethe prerogativeto
reward student participation and denonstrat ed grade i nprovenent on
senmester grades. It is very inportant to keep up with the reading
assi gnnments and t o work on your papers steadily duringthe senester
(not just the day before they are due). |If you have any questi ons
about the readings, | ectures, di scussions or papers, do not hesitateto
see ne. Make an appointnent if the posted office hours do not fit your
schedul e.

READI NGS: REQUI RED TEXTS:

1. Berry, Jeffrey. THE I NTEREST GROUP SOCI ETY. New York: Longman,
Third Edition, 1997.

2. MAdam Doug. POLI TI CAL PROCESS AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF BLACK
| NSURGENCY, 1930 - 1970. (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press,
1982).

3. Mcden, Nancy E. and Karen O Connor. WOVEN, PCLI TI CS, AND AVERI CAN
SOCI ETY. Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice Hall, 1995.

4. Shabecoff, Philip. A FI ERCE GREEN FI RE: THE AMERI CAN
ENVI RONMVENTAL MOVEMENT. New York: Hill and Wang, 1993.

SCHEDULE OF READI NGS, EXAMS AND DI SCUSSI ONS

Thur sday, August 21: Introduction. Pluralist theory, elitetheory,
class theory, & their critics. No reading.

Tuesday, August 26: Berry, chapters 1 & 2

Thur sday, August 28: Berry, chapters 1 & 2, continued. (American
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Political Science Convention)
Tuesday, Septenber 2: Berry, chapters 3, 4, 5, 6
Thur sday, Septenber 4: Berry, chpaters 7, 8, & 9

Tuesday, Septenmber 9: Berry chapter 10; and docunentary, "Upri sing
of '34" Part 1.

Thur sday, Septenber 11: G ass-roots politics &unions, continued.

"Uprising of '34" Part I1. Recommended for further interest:
Wol i ver, Laura R FROMOUTRAGE TOACTI ON: THE POLI TI CS OF GRASSROOTS
DI SSENT. Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1993.

Tuesday, Septenber 16: EXAM #1: 15% OF GRADE.

Thur sday, Septenber 18: MAdam chapters 1, 2 & 3
Tuesday, Septenber 23: MAdam chapters 1, 2, & 3, cont. and 4

Thur sday, Septenber 25: MAdamchapters 5 & 6. Recommended for
further interest: Fow er, Robert Booth and Allen D. Hertzke. RELI G ON
AND POLI TICS | N AMERI CA: FAITH, CULTURE, AND STRATEG C CHO CES.
Boul der, Co.: WestviewPress, 1995. *** |[ast day t o preapprove paper
options and topics.

Tuesday, Septenber 30: MAdam7 & 8 & segnent fromdocunentary "Eyes
on the Prize".

Thur sday, October 2: MAdam 9.

Tuesday, October 7: Mden and O Connor, Introduction, chap 1 & 2.
Thur sday, October 9: Md en and O Connor, 3 & 4.

Tuesday, October 14: FALL BREAK.

Thur sday, October 16: MG en and O Connor, 5.

Tuesday, October 21: Mden and O Connor, 5 cont. and 6.

Thur sday, October 23: MGen & O Connor, 6, cont.

Tuesday, October 28: MdAen & O Connor, chapter 7.
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Thur sday, COctober 30: EXAM #2; 30% of grade.

Tuesday, Novenber 4: Shabecoff, Preface, chapters 1 & 2.

Thur sday, Novenber 6: Shabecoff, continued chap. 1 & 2. (Southern
Political Science Convention)

Tuesday, Novenber 11: Shabecoff, chapters 3 & 4.
Thur sday, Novenber 13: Shabecoff, chapters 5,6, 7
Tuesday, Novenber 18: Shabecoff, chapters 8 & 9
Thur sday, Novenber 20: Shabecoff, chapters 10 & 11
Tuesday, Novenber 25: Shabecoff, chapters 12 & 13.
Thur sday, Novenber 27: THANKSG VI NG HOLI DAY.
Tuesday, Decenber 2: Presentations.

Thur sday, Decenber 4: Presentations. PAPERS DUE

Tuesday, Decenmber 9: 9 a.m Final Exam Bring Bl ue Books.



