Politics 523
Voting and Elections
Dr. White
Fal 1997

In a semina work, political scientist Harold Lasswell once defined politics as “who gets what,
when, and how.” Applying Lasswell'sdefinitionto the narrower concept of apolitica party, weknow what
it gets-votes, and when--election day. But understanding the structures of voting patterns, how to
congtruct awinning and governing codition, and what moves voters to support particular candidates and
partiesis a much more complicated process

This seminar is devoted to the study of eectionsin the United States. Using the semina worksin
the fidld the following topics will be examined: (1) who votes and why; (2) the definition of voter choice;
(3) the nature of paliticad conflict; (4) the forming of political coditions, and (5) how recent eections
illuminate our understanding of contemporary voting behaviors.

CourseFormat: Thecoursewill combinelectures, assgned readings, classdiscussons, and aterm paper.
Each sesson will begin with an introductory lecture followed by discusson. All students should be
prepared to discuss the readings for the week.

Undergraduate Requirements Undergraduate seniors are required to complete the assigned readings,
afina examination, aterm paper typed and double-spaced not exceeding thirty-five pagesin length.

Graduate Requirements Graduate students are required to complete the assigned readings, a fina
examination, and aterm paper not exceeding fifty pages typed and double-spaced.

Term Paper: Each student will be asked to write aterm paper on some aspect of voting and electionsin
the United States. Topics must be approved by the professor in advance. To assist students in
preparing these papers there is a Selected Bibliography attached to this syllabus. Many of these
books are availableat Mullen Library. Please consult thisbibliography. In addition, sudentsarestrongly
encouraged to consult a writing guide (eg. Kate L. Turabian, A Manud for Writers, Theodore M.
Berngein, The Careful Writer; or Thomas E. Cronin, The Write Suff. How you write is just as important
as what you write. Late term papers will result in afull grade reduction per day late Students must
submit research notes with their term papers.

Course Evaluation: (undergraduates and graduates): Term paper, 35 percent; midterm examination,
25 percent; class attendance and discussion, 10 percent; final examination, 30 percent.
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Required Readings

1. Crotty, William and Jerome M. Mileur, eds. America’s Choice: The Election of 1996. Suice Dock,
Connecticut: Dushkin/McGraw Hill, 1997.

2. Pomper, Gerald M. Passions and Interests Lawrence, Kansas. University of Kansas Press, 1992.

3. Scammon, Richard M. and Ben J. Wattenberg. The Real Majority. New Y ork: Dondd I. Fine, 1992.
Origindly published in 1970.

4. Shafer, Byron E. The End of Realignment? Interpreting American Electoral Eras. Madison,
Wisconsin: University of Wisconsin Press, 1991

5. White, John Kenneth. Still Seeing Red: How the Cold War Shapes the New American Palitics.
Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press, 1997.

6. White, John Kenneth and Jerome M. Mileur. Challengesto Party Government. Carbondale, Illinois:
Southern Illinois University Press, 1992.

7. White, John Kenneth and John C. Green, eds., The Politics of Ideas: Intellectual Challenges to the
Major Parties After 1992. Lanham, Maryland: Rowman and Littlefield, 1995.

OfficeHours

Office: 316 Marigt Hall

Office Phone: (202) 319-6136

Office Hours: Thursdays, 1:00-4:00 P.M. (and by appointment).
E-Mail: White@CUA .edu
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Class Sessions and Assignments
1. August 28. Introduction

Review of course readings, assgnments, and theliterature on voting and el ections.

PART ONE: THE HISTORICAL VIEW

2. September 4. Politica Parties and the American Electorate.
Assgned Reading:
Pomper, Passions and Interests (al)
White and Green, The Politics of Ideas (all)
3. September 11. How Do Voters Think?
Assgned Reading:

Scammon and Wattenberg, The Real Majority (al)

4. September 18-September 25. Do Parties Act Responsibly?
Assgned Reading:
AmericanPolitical Science Association, Committee on Political Parties, “ Toward
A More Responsble Two-Party System.” (1950 summary) Appendix to

Challenges to Party Government.

White and Mileur, Challenges to Party Government (dl)

5. October 2. Midterm.
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PART TWO: THEORIESOF VOTING
6. October 9-16. Different Perspectives on American Party Redlignments.
Guest lectures by party activigts.
7. October 23-30. Historical Eras of Party Politics
Assgned Reading:

White, Still Seeing Red: How The Cold War Shapes the New
American Politics (dl)

8. November 6-13. Partisan Redignment: |s the Balance Shifting?
Assigned Reading:

Key, V.O.,, X., “A Theory of Criticd Elections” Journal of Politics, 17:
(February 1955) (xerox; in-class handout).

Key, V.O., J. “Secular Redlignment and the Party System.” Journal of
Palitics 21 (May 1959) (xerox in-class handout).

Shafer, Byron E. The End of Realignment (all).
9. November 20. The 1996 Election in Retrospect.
Assgned Reading:
Crotty and Mileur, eds., America’s Choice: The Election of 1996 (dl)
TERM PAPERS DUE NOVEMBER 20
10. November 27. Thanksgiving Recess.
11. December 4. Conclusions and Interpretations.
In-class discussion of course and find examination assgnment.

FINAL EXAMINATION: Thursday, December 11, 4-6 P.M.
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