GOVERNVENT 401A
Political Parties in the United States
2000 Senester
Kauf man 230

Prof essor Henry B. Sirgo Ofice: Kaufrman 222-B
Phone: 475-5303/5166 O fice Hours: MAF(9:00-11:00)(5:00-5:15)
e-mail: hsirgo@mil . nctneese. edu T (1:40-2:30) W(1:15-3:50)

R (1:40-2:00)

Course Texts:

Parties, Politics, and Public Policy in Arerica. Eighth Edition,
WlliamJ. Keefe (Washington, D.C.: CQ Press, 1998).

Truman and the Denocratic Party. Sean J. Savage (Lexington: The
Uni versity Press of Kentucky, 1997).

Course Content:

This course analyzes the functions of political parties in the
United States political systemand their devel opnent over the past
two hundred years. This course has for decades been taught at
McNeese during presidential and mdtermel ection senesters. 1In the
ni neteenth and twentieth centuries, the greatest percentage of the
total vote presidential w nner has been Lyndon Johnson in 1964 with
61% of the vote; the smallest percentage of the total vote w nner
has been Abraham Lincoln in 1860 with 39.8% of the popul ar vote.
From the G vil War through 2000, the president's party always
posted a net |loss of seats in the U S. House of Representatives,
except in the 1934 el ections which took place in the mdst of the
New Deal Realignnment and in 1998. Professor Sanuel Kernell of the
University of California at San Diego explains that people who
di sapprove of the job which the president is doing are nore likely
to vote, and take it out on his co-partisans, than those who
approve of the job which he is doing. Presi dents' |ob approva
ratings have varied inversely with the magnitude of their party's
| osses. The separation of powers enbodied in the U S. Constitution
makes possi bl e di vi ded governnent whi ch has been conmon since the
1946 mdtermel ections. W may al so exam ne how political parties
function in other nations.

hj ectives/ Goal s:

The student should acquire habits of systematic, creative and
critical thinking. The successful student should also finish the
course with the ability to wite and speak well while maki ng use of
political science scholarly journal articles.



Met hods of Instruction:
The class will involve |lectures, sem nar-style discussions and
presentations by students.

Exam nati ons:

Two essay exam nations will be adm nistered during the senester.
They will count for 50% of the final grade. The mdtermand fina
exam nation will each be worth twenty-five points.
G ades:

A = 90-100 Excel | ent.

B = 80-89 Good j ob.

C =70-79 You have nmastered the subject matter.

D = 60-69 You passed.

F = 0-59 No credit, you are not a party ani mal

ATTENDANCE PQOLI CY

"Class attendance is regarded as an obligation as well as a
privilege, and all students are expected to attend regularly and
punctual ly all classes in which they are enrolled. Failure to do
so may jeopardi ze a student's scholastic standing and may lead to
suspension fromthe University."

MAKE- UP POLI CY

"If a student misses an examnation, it is the student's
responsibility to present an excuse to the course instructor wthin
three days of returning to class and to arrange a date and pl ace
for the examnation.”™ Al exam nations not taken with the class
when schedul ed will be adm nistered during the professor’'s office
hours during the | ast week of classes.

Qher: "Students with inpaired sensory, manual or speaking skills
are encouraged and have the responsibility to contact their
instructor, in a tinely fashion, regardi ng reasonabl e accommobdati on
needs."” Please do not bring food or any other chewabl e substances
into the classroom Please do feel free to cone by ny office to
di scuss graduate education, |aw school or other matters. The CGuide
to Graduate Education in Political Science and the Oficial Guide

to U S. Law Schools are located in ny office, Kaufman 110 (Soci a
Sci ences) and the reference roomof the library. Free informtion
via mail is also available on the bulletin boards |ocated on the
west side of Kaufrman Hall. If you are considering applying to
graduate school, be sure to take the G aduate Record Exam nation
(GRE) this Cctober! | also urge you to alnost imediately visit



the Psychol ogy Departnent to inquire about their GRE preparation
program The followi ng web sites are hel pful:

http://ww. apsanet.org
(American Political Science Association)

http://ww. abanet . org/| egal ed
(OFficial ABA Wbsite for Anerican Bar Association Approved Law
School s)

www. pl anc. org
(Prel aw Advi sors National Council)

http://ww. facul ty. ntneese. edu/ j haydel /
(Dr. Judith Haydel’s hone page)

http://ww. facul ty. ncneese. edu/ hsi rgo/

| will possibly announce ot her hel pful web sites in class.
If you wish to join the Prelaw & Politics Society or Pi Sigma
Al pha, then speak with ne.

RESEARCH PAPER

The research paper will count for 30% of your grade. Use the
Soci al Science Index which is located in the reference room of the
library to begin your search. Ken Tal kington will be pleased to
work with you. Scholarly journals such as Legislative Studies
Quarterly, Anerican Political Science Review, Journal of Politics,
Public Opinion Quarterly, Political Science Quarterly, Polity,
Political Research Quarterly, Southeastern Political Review,
Canadi an Journal of Political Science and Anerican Journal of
Political Science are acceptable. Pl ease use at |east four
articles and pay attention to the research nethodol ogy used in each
wor k. The paper nust be typed and have a m ninumtext |ength of
ten full pages. M nim ze direct quotations. Direct quotations
w Il not count toward the fourteen page m ni mumrequirenent. You
are to synthesize materials which you have studied carefully, and
then denonstrate the power of your mnd and the clarity of your
t hi nki ng. Pl agiarism may result in your expulsion from MNeese
State University. Pleading ignorance will not excuse it in this
institution of higher learning. Slightly nodifying the witing of
other scholars is plagiarismjust as surely as copying their work
verbatimis. |If you do not fully understand what plagiarismis

pl ease speak privately with ne as soon as possible. Parenthetica

citation as used below is acceptabl e.

REFERENCES

Penning, Janes M and Corwin E. Smidt. 1983. "Views



of American State Legislators on Public Funding
of Legislative Elections.” Legislative Studies
Quarterly 8:97-109.

Be very concerned if you do not average at |east two citations per
page. You may also find Kate Turabian's A Manual for Witers or
the MLA Style Sheet helpful for guidance on proper citation
practices and other aspects of preparing a successful research
paper. The nost recent editions of these works are available in
the reference roomof the library. Ten points will automatically
be deducted fromyour term paper grade unless you present ne with a
one- page outline which includes at |east four references fromthe
above list of journals by Septenber 28th. Al citations nust be
conmplete. On 11 Cctober 2000, you nust turn in a three-page rough
draft of your paper or have ten points deducted from your fina
gr ade. Begi nning on Cctober 18th, students who are not able to
respond capably without notes to instructor inquiries about their
research will have ten points deducted from the grade of their
paper. Ten points will be deducted fromyour final grade if the
conpl eted paper is turned in after our class neeting on Friday,
Decenber 1st. You are eligible to receive nenbership in the
Sout hern Political Science Association and a subscription to the
Journal of Politics for the bargain price of $10.00. | dentify
yourself as a "Political Parties in the United States"” student and
send a check or noney order to the follow ng address: Journals
Division, University of Texas Press, PO Box 7819, Austin, TX 78713-
7819. Request that they send your first issue imediately! The
journal should be helpful in all of your governnment courses and
many others at MNeese State University. During Cctober or
Novenber, you nmust give a ten mnute presentation of your research
paper findings and ask three intelligent questions of other student
presenters. Failure to do so will result in the deduction of five
points fromyour final grade for each om ssion

Tracking U S House and/or U S. Senate Candidates and/or
presidential canpaigns in specific states(20% of the final grade).
You wll systematically track 2000 canpaigns. You will nost |ikely
select in each case a U S. Senate contest or presidential canpaign
in a specific state and evaluate the strategi es of candi dates who
are fromat least two political parties. The only northeastern
state not having a U S. Senate election this year is New Hanpshire.
You will prepare two page typed reports which evaluate factors such
as their strategies and their |likely sources of support at three
points in time. The traditional start of canpaigns is Labor Day.
You will use sources including the world wi de web, Congressiona
Quarterly Weekly Report and/or the New York Tinmes. Due dates wll
be announced in class. You may also be asked to perform“mni”-
assi gnnments, these will be announced in class and generally consi st
of tasks not consum ng nore than one page. Failure to conplete one
on time will result in tw points being deducted from your fina




course grade. The nore “mni”-assignnents which you mss the nore
points you lose. | reserve the option of substituting trackings
for “mni”-assignnents.

SCHEDULE OF READI NGS

Week of Topi cs Chapters

August 21--Keefe, Preface
KEEFE, CHAPTER 1 Political Parties and the Political System

August 28-- KEEFE, CHAPTER 2 The Characteristics of Anerican Parties

Sept enber 6--Keefe, CHAPTER 3 Political Parties and the El ectoral
Process: Nom nations

Sept enber 11----Savage, Preface: A Reforner and a Regul ar
Savage, CHAPTER 1 Truman and His Party

Sept enber 18----Savage, CHAPTER 2 Truman and the Machi ne Bosses

Sept enber 25----Savage, CHAPTER 3 Trunan and the Denocratic
National Committee
Keefe, Political Parties and the El ectoral
Process: Canpai gns and Canpai gn Fi nance

Cct ober 2---**M dterm Exam nati on** on 6 October (Friday)

Cctober 9---Your outline with four approved citations is due in
cl ass on Wednesday, COctober 11, 2000!

Cct ober 16--You should be able to respond capably w thout notes
to questions about your research paper begi nning on
Wednesday, Cctober 18, 2000!

Cct ober 23- Savage, CHAPTER 4 Had Enough? Republican Resurgence,
1946- 1948

Cct ober 30---Keefe, CHAPTER 5 Political Parties and the El ectorate
Novenber 6---Savage, CHAPTER 5 Maintaining the Majority Party, 1948

Novenber 13 (Friday)--Last date to resign fromthe University or
drop courses

Novenber 20--Keefe, CHAPTER 6 The Congressional Party and the
Formati on of Public Policy

Novenber 27--Savage, CHAPTER 6 The Fair Deal and the Denocratic
Party/ Savage, CHAPTER 7 Denocratic D ssensus, 1950-1952/
Savage, Epilogue: Truman’s Legacy in the Denocratic Party



--Keefe, Chapter 7 The Anerican Party System
Probl ens and Perspectives

Novenber 27 (Monday) Last date for currently enrolled students
to renove "I" grade from previous senester

Novenber 29 (Wednesday) Your research paper is due during
cl ass today!

**E| NAL EXAM NATI ON* *
Monday, Decenber 4, 2000 (12:30-2:30 PM
"I'T 1S YOUR RESPONSI BI LI TY TO PLAN YOUR CLASSES SO THAT YOU DO NOT

HAVE TOO MANY FINALS IN ONE DAY." Enbodied in the concepts of
mdtermand final examnations is the idea that all faculty nenbers
will be giving exam nations at around the sane tinme period. Gve

yourself tinme to | earn and take sixteen or fewer senester hours.



