Political Science 515 Spring 2000
Anmerican Political Parties Prof essor Cigler
414 Bl ake 864- 9050

Thi s course wi |l focus upon both the subj ect matter and resear ch
nmet hods foundintheliterature dealing with Anerican political parties
and el ections. Thefirst fewsessions will deal with the devel opnent
of political partiesin conparative perspective, viewingthe U S. party
systemas a speci al case within a broad general framework. The next
part of the course will concentrate upon recent U.S. electoral
behavi or, wi th enphasi s upon recent and upcom ng el ections and their
meani ng for the future of Anerican politics. The |l ast part of the
course wi Il focus upon specific and contenporary aspects of the
Anerican party systemsuch as the recrui tment of political activists,
political canpaigning, the nom nation process, the role of the
executive as party | eader, the inpact of TVonthe political process,
and the future of the American two-party system

Course Requirenments - Undergraduate and G aduate

Each student wi ||l have several responsibilities. First, each wll
be expected to attend cl ass neeti ng and be prepared to di scuss t he
assi gned readi ngs. Second, all students will berequiredtotake a
nm d-termand a second examcovering material sincethemd-term both
essay inform Third, aset of papersw |l berequireddealingwth
this spring s presidential primaries and caucuses. The exans wi || each
count 1/ 3 of the course grade, and papers together will count 1/ 3.
Graduat e students inapolitical science or Aneri can studi es degree
programw | | have a paper assi gnnent, and shoul d see the i nstructor
early inthe senmester concerni ng the nature of the second paper. No
inconpletes will be given in the course.

Requi red Readi ngs

Al'l readings onthe outline are required and those i n books are
on reserve in the Watson Li brary Reserve Readi ng Room Required
articles fromjournals or periodicals can be foundinthree |l ocations:
(1) thereserveroominthelibrary; (2) inthe section marked "PO s
515" in the Ethan Al | en Readi ng Roomi n Bl ake Hall (Room512), inthe
i brary at the journalismSchool. Material onreserveis notedwth an
(*). | have asked the bookstore to stock copi es of the foll ow ng,
whi ch, for conveni ence sake, you should purchase.

Her bert Asher, Polling and the Public (CQ Press), paperback.

WIlliamJ. Keefe, Parties, Politics and Public Policy in
Anerica (8th ed.), CQ Press, paperback




Sandy Maisel, ed., The Parties Respond: Changes in Anerican
Parties and Canpaigns (3rd ed), Westview Press, paperback.

ASSI GNVENTS
l. | NTRODUCTORY MEETI NG
Il APPROACHES TO THE STUDY OF PARTI ES

LT DEVELOPMENT OF PARTY SYSTEMS - GENERAL THEORI ES

* Ant hony Downs, An Econom ¢ Theory of Denocracy, pp. 114-
141.

| V. (a) DEVELOPMENT OF THE AMERI CAN PARTY SYSTEM - GENERAL FACTORS

Mai sel, chapter 1.
Keefe, pp. 2-18, 40-79.

| V. (b) DEVELOPMENT OF THE AMERI CAN PARTY SYSTEM- | MPORTANCE OF THE
BALLOT

V.(a) THE AMERI CAN VOTER - METHODS OF STUDY

Polling and the Public, all.

V. (b) THE AMERI CAN VOTER - SOCI ALI ZATI ON FACTORS

*Jonat han Cohn, "A Lost Political Generation," The Anerican

Prospect (Spring 1992), pp. 30-38.

*Robert D. Putnam "The Strange Di sappearance of Civic
America," The Anerican Prospect (Wnter 1996), pp. 34-48.

V.(c) THE AMERI CAN VOTER - THE PROBLEM OF TURNOUT
Keefe, pp. 172-194.
V. (d) THE AMERI CAN VOTER - TRADI TI ONAL EXPLANATORY FACTORS

Keefe, pp. 194-210,
Mai sel , chapter 5.

V.(e) THE AMERI CAN VOTER - CHANGE- | NDUCI NG ELEMENTS

*Cerald Sellers, "The EquilibriumCycle in Two-Party
Politics,"” Public Opinion Quarterly, Spring 1965, [pp. 16-




37.
Vi . THE RI SE AND DEM SE OF THE NEW DEAL PARTY SYSTEM
Mai sel , chapter 6.
VI, WHERE THE PARTY SYSTEM | S HEADED

Mai sel , chapters 9, 15 and 16.
*Peter Beinart, "Battle for the "Burbs',"The New Republic

Oct. 19, 1998, pp. 25-29

*Allan J. Cigler and Burdett Loom s, "Kansas" The
Christian Right and the New Mai nstream of Republican
Politics,” in Mark Rozell and Clyde W/ cox, eds. God at
the Grassroots (Rowman and Littlefield, 1997), pp. 207-
222.
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VIIl. THE ENVI RONMENTAL CONTEXT OF THE PARTY BATTLE
I X. ELECTORAL CAMPAI GNS
Mai sel , chapter 4

X. NOM NATI ON PROCEDURE AND STRATEG ES | N AMERI CAN
POLI TI CS

Keefe, chapter 3 (pp. 80-127)
Mai sel, chapters 7 and 8

Xl . MONEY, POLI TI CS AND PARTI ES

Keefe, chapter 4 (pp.128-171)
Mai sel, chapter 10
Cigler, "The Kansas 3rd District House Race," in David
Magl eby, ed. Qutside Money: Soft Money and |Issue Advocacy
inthe 1998 El ecti ons (Rowman and Littlefield, 2000), pp.
112- 130.

X1, THE MASS MEDI A, POLITICS AND THE PARTI ES

*Meyrowitz, "Lowering the Political Hero to Qur
Level "
Mai sel, chapter 11



XI11. PARTIES AND | NTEREST GROUPS

*Allan J. Cigler "Political Parties and I nterest G oups:
Conpetitors, Coll aborators, and Uneasy Allies,” inEric M
Usl aner, ed., Anerican Political Parties (Peacock Press,
1993), pp. 407-433.

XI V. AMERI CAN PARTY ORGANI ZATI ON
Mai sel , chapters 2 and 3

XV. STAFFI NG THE PARTY SYSTEM - PATHWAYS TO PUBLI C AND PARTY
OFFI CE

XVI . PARTY I N OFFI CE - | NFLUENCE ON THE LEG SLATI VE BRANCH

Keefe, pp. 218-245
Mai sel , chapters 12 and 13

XVIT. PARTY IN OFFI CE - | NFLUENCE ON THE EXECUTI VE BRANCH

Keefe, pp. 246-261
Mai sel , chapter 14
*Kat hryn Dunn Tenpas, "Pronoting President Clinton's Policy
Agenda: DNC as Presi denti al Lobbyist," Anerican Revi ew of
Politics vol. 17 (Fall 1996), pp. 283-298.

XVITlI. PARTY IN OFFI CE - | NFLUENCE ON THE JUDI Cl AL BRANCH

Xl X. THE FUTURE OF PARTIES IN A TECHNOLOG CAL AGE
Keefe, 262-315
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