Political Science 778-421 Fall 1998
Pr of essor Bi bby MW 11:30 a. m-12:45 p. m
Bol t on B79

PARTY POLITICS I N AVERI CA

Requi red Texts

John F. Bibby, Politics, Parties, Politics, and Elections in

Anmerica, 3rd Edition

L. Sandy Mai sel (ed.), The Parti es Respond: Changes i n Anerican
Parties and Canpaigns, 39 Edition

John F. Bibby and L. Sandy Maisel, Two Parties Or Mire? The
Anmerican Party System

[ Note: Any royalties received by theinstructor because of his
books bei ng required for the course will be donated to t he UAM
Foundation to support student schol arshi ps. ]

Goals of the Course

Students of politics havetraditionally assignedto political parties
acritical roleinthe successful functioning of western denocr aci es.
Thus i n his classic 1944 study, E. E. Schattschnei der bol dly asserted
this claim

The rise of political partiesis indubitably one of the principal
di sti ngui shi ng marks of nodern governnent. The parties, infact,
have pl ayed a rol e as nmakers of nodern gover nnent, nore especially
t hey have been t he makers of denocratic governnent...political
parties created denocracy and nodern denocracy i s unt hi nkabl e save
in terns of parties (enphasis added).

Al t hough nost political scientists still ascribe an essential role for
political parties in a denocratic order, the cultural, |egal, and
political environment of the United States has been | ess than
hospi tabl e for parties. Like George Washi ngton, nost Aneri cans are
suspi ci ous of parties and they have been | ess and | ess gui ded by
parti sanshi p i n maki ng el ecti on day choi ces. Parties al so operat e under
severe statutory regul ations that restrict their operations. 1In
addi ti on, powerful organizations--PACs, interest groups, consultants,
and candi dat e organi zations--conpletewith parties for el ectoral and
governi ng i nfluence even though they are frequently a part of each
party's network. By the standards of nost European political systens,
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Anerican political parties are conparatively weak w thin the gover nnent
and in their ability to control policy making.

Despite the constrai nts under whi ch they operate and the rapi dity of
econom c, social, and political changeinthe post-Wrld Wr |1 years,
Aneri can parties have denonstrat ed an anazi ng | evel of adaptability and
durability. Party organi zati ons, whi ch were t hought by many i nf or ned
observers to be withering away i nthe 1960s and 1970s, today are in
show ng renewed signs of vitality. In Congress, partisanship has
intensifiedtoits highest | evel since WrldWr Il and inthe House of
Represent ati ves Speaker Newt G ngrich has energed as t he nost power f ul
Speaker sincethelegendary Joseph ("Uncl e Joe") Cannon at the turn of
the century.

Even t hough t here are t hese positive indicators of party strength,
there are al so worri sone signs for the Denocratic and Republican
parties and the two party system 1n 1992, an i ndependent candi dat e,
H. Ross Perot, received 19%of t he vote--the hi ghest percentage since
Theodore Roosevelt won 27%in 1912. Polls in 1996 showed that a
maj ority of the public wanted to have a third party choice on the
ballot. Parties al soface the chall enge of havi ng t heir organi zati ons
come under increasinginfluence fromallied groups, which have policy
agendas that have the potential to drive anway the parties' traditional
constituencies and m ddle of the road voters.

Thi s senester begins inthe m dst of the 1998 m dtermel ections in
whi ch an especially intense battl e is being fought for control of the
U. S. House of Representatives. In additionone-third of the Senate
seats are at stake along with 36 governorships and control of
| egi sl ative chanbers in nost of the states.

We wi | | be payi ng special attentiontothe ni dtermel ections andthe
role of partiesinthese contests. Inaddition, we wi || be seeking
answers to why the el ections turned out as they did and what the
consequences of these elections are |likely to be.

We wi ||l beginbybriefly examningthe nature of politics andtherole
of partiesinanopenandpluralisticsociety. Wew || then consider
t he hi story, organi zati on, nom nati ng practi ces, and el ectoral rol e of
Anerican parties. Finally, wew | analyzetherole of partiesw thin
the | egislative and executive arenas of governnental decision-making.

Readi ng Assi gnnents

Required readings are |l isted onthe attached course outline. It is
assuned that all students wi |l do the assigned readi ngsprior to class.
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Only in this way can |l ectures and cl ass di scussi ons be of maxi num
val ue. Additional readi ngs containingrecent research findings and
material on current political devel opments may be assi gned on sel ect ed
topi cs as they becone avail abl e.

Ter m Paper Requi renent

Atermpaper isrequiredfor the course. The nature of the paper wll

be describedinclassandinmaterialsthat will be distributedto each
student. Because the senester coincides with the 1998 nmidterm
el ections, the termpaper assignnent will focus upon the el ections.

However, termpapers may be on alternative topics, provide prior

approval of the instructor is received.

Following Political Devel opnents in the Media

It isstrongly recoomended t hat students regul arly watch a nati onal
newscast on tel evision and read | ocal newspaper coverage of nati onal
and state politics. Qher papers w th which you shoul d becone fam i ar
and read as frequently as possi bl e i nclude: The New York Ti nes, The
Washi ngton Post, and The Wl | Street Journal. Each i s avail ableinthe
peri odi cal roomof the UWWLi brary and t he NYT and WB] ar e avai |l abl e at
| ocal news stands, including the UAM Bookst ore.

Congressional Quarterly Weekly Report and the Nati onal Journal are
nati onal news weekl i es which are wi dely read wi thi nthe Washi ngt on
communi ty. You shoul d becone fam liar wi th both of these publications
whi ch are avail able in the periodical roomof the UAWMLIi brary. 1In
addi tion, Tinme, Newsweek, U.S. News, and The Econom st al so contain
anal yses of political devel opnents.

Medi a Wbsites: I nadditiontothe above published sources of political
news/ i nformati on, a nunber of maj or nmedi a outl ets provi de up-to-date
coverage on their websites. Anmobng the better websites are the
fol |l ow ng.

http://ww. nytimes.com

http://ww. washi ngt onpost

http://ww. al |l politics.com (This is a CNN-Ti e magazi ne

website.)

Since we will be focusing particular attention onthe 1998 m dterm
el ections, students shoul d pay special attentionto nmedi a coverage of
t he canpai gns and el ecti on.




Exam nati ons and G adi ng

There wi I | be two one-hour exam nati ons occurring at approxi mately the
6t h and 12t h weeks of the senmester. Dates of the exam nations will be
announced i n advance. The final exam nation w || be conprehensi ve and
students will be responsible for all the material on the attached
course outline.

The final exam nation is schedul ed for: WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16
12:30 to 2:30 p.m
Bol t on B79

Fi nal grades inthe course will be determ ned onthe foll owi ng basi s.

Exam Paper Weight in Deternmining Final Grade
First hour exam 20%
Second hour exam 20%
Term Proj ect 20%
Fi nal exam 40%

Consultation with the I nstructor

Your instructor i s anxious to consult with you and to be of assi stance.
Do not hesitate, therefore, to meet with himduring office hours or at
a nmnutually convenient tine.

Ofice Hours: Bolton 602 8:00--9:20 a.m, MWV
10: 30--11:15 a.m, MWV
1:15--2:15 p.m, MN
And by appoi nt nent

Students with Disabilities

It isinportant that students with disabilities contact the instructor
i mmedi ately so that appropriate arrangenents can be nmade.

Ref erence Books on Political Parties

Anmong t he best reference books on parties are the foll owi ng which are
avai lable in the Reference Room of the UWM Li brary.
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L. Sandy Maisel (ed.), Political Parties and El ections inthe
United States: An Encycl opedia, 2 Volunes (an encycl opedic
treatment of inportant aspects of Anmerican party politics--
institutions, organizations, |eaders, elections)

Congressional Quarterly, Inc., Guideto Elections, 3rd Edition

W ssconsi n Bl uebook (The Bl uebook, whichis published every 2 years
contains a conpendium of data on Wsconsin elections and
politics.)

Nati onal Journal, The Al manac of American Politics, 1998 (a
conmpendi umof data and i nf or med conment ary about the politics of
each state, congressional districts, and i ncunbent nmenbers of the
House and Senat e)
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COURSE OUTLI NE _AND READI NG ASSI GNMENTS: POL. SCI . 421

Not e: Readi ngs marked with an asterisk (*) are onreserve inthe UMM
Li brary.

|. Introduction: Politics and Parties in Anerica

Bi bby, Politics, Parties and Elections in Anerica, 3rd
Edition, Chapter 1.

1. Political Parties in Anerican History

Bi bby, Chapter 2

L. Sandy Maisel (ed.), The Parties Respond, 3rd Edition,
Chapter 1

For Further reading (not required)
David R. Mayhew, Placing Parties in American Politics
A. Janes Reichley, The Life of the Parties: AHistory of
Anerican Political Parties
Richard L. McCorm ck, The Party Period and Public Policy:
Anerican Politics fromthe Age of Jackson to the
Progressive Era
Ni col C. Rae, Southern Denpcrats
Ni col C. Rae, The Decline and Fall of the Liberal
Republ i cans

[11. The Anerican El ections of 1900s

A. The 1992 El ection

*Everett Carl| Ladd, "The 1992 Vote for President Cinton:
Anot her Brittle Mundate," Political Sci ence
Quarterly,108 (Spring 1993), pp. 1-28.

B. The 1994 El ecti ons

*Gary C. Jacobson, "The 1994 House El ections i n Perspective,

Political Science Quarterly, Vol. Il, (Sumer 1996),
203-224.

C. The 1996 El ecti on

*M chel Nel son, The Election of 1996, Chapters 3, 7

or



*Everett Carll Ladd, “1996 Vote: The ‘No Myjority
Real i gnnment Continues,” Political Science Quarterly
Vol . 112 (Spring 1997), pp.1-28.

For Further Reading (Not Required)
Paul R. Abranson, John H. Aldrich, and David W Rohde,
Change and Continuity in the 1996 El ections

| V. Characteristics of the Anerican Party System

Bi bby, Chapter 3

For Further Reading
Leon D. Epstein, Political Parties inthe Arerican Ml d (the
nost conpete and i nsi ghtful anal ysis of American parties
avai |l abl e)

V. Third Parties in Anerican Politics: |Is the Two-Party System
Thr eat ened?

Bi bby and Maisel, Two Parties Or More?

For Further Reading
J. David Glespie, Politics at the Periphery: Third Parties
in Two-Party Anerica
John C. Green and Paul Herrnson (eds.), Milti-Party
Politics and Anmerican Denocracy
Abranson, Paul R, et al., "Third Party and | ndependent
Candi dat es: Wl | ace, Anderson, and Perot," Political Science
Quarterly, Vol. 110 (Fall, 1995), 349-367.

VI. Party Organi zations

Bi bby, Chapter 4
Mai sel , The Parties Respond, 3rd Edition, Chapters
2,3

For Further Reading
Philip Klinkner, The Losing Parties: Qut-Party Nati onal
Commttees, 1956-1993
Mayhew, David R., Placing Parties in Anerican Politics
Anthony G erzynski, Leqgi sl ative Canpaing Conm ttees inthe
Anerican States
Gimhaw, WlliamJ. Bitter Fruit: Black Politics and the
Chi cago Machine, 1931-1991
Anne Freedman, Patronage: An Anerican Tradition




VII. Parties in Wsconsin

*Bi bby, "Political Parties and Elections in Wsconsin," in
Crane and Hagensick's Wsconsin Governnent and
Politics, 6th Edition, Ronald E. Wber (ed.), Chapter

4

For Further Reading
Wl liamF. Thonpson, The History of Wsconsin, Vol. VI:

Continuity and Congress, 1940-1965 (contains a detail ed
hi story of W sconsin politics)
Leon D. Epstein, Politics in Wsconsin
Frank J. Sorauf, "Extra-Legal Parties in Wsconsin,"
Anerican Political Science Review 48 (Sept. 1954), 692-704.

VIII. Nonmi nations for State and Congressional Ofices

Bi bby, Chapter 5
Mai sel , Chapter 7

For Further Reading
Leon Epstein, Political Parties in the American Ml d,

Chapter 6
Mal col mE. Jewel |, Parties and Primari es: Non nati ng

State Governors

| X. Presidential Nom nating Politics

Bi bby, Chapter 5
Mai sel, Chapter 8

For Further Reading
Nel son Pol sby and Aaron W I davsky, Prsidential El ections:

Contenpory Strategies of Anmerican Electora
Politics, 10th Edition, Chapter 3
Nel son W Pol sby, _The Consequences of Party Reform
Byron E. Shafer, Bifurcated Politics: Evolution and
Reformin the National Party Convention
WIlliamG Mayer (ed.), In Pursuit of the White House: How

We Choose Qur Presidential Nom nees

X. Canpai gns and El ecti ons
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A. Rules, Miney, PACs, Canpaign Strategy and | npact

Bi bby. Chapter 7

Mai sel , Chapters 10,9, 11

For Further Reading
Thomas M Hol brook, Do Canpaigns Matter?
Frank J. Sorauf, Money in Anerican Politics

Frank J. Sorauf, |nside Canpai gn Finance
Martin P. Wattenberg, The R se of Candi dat e- Cent er ed
Politics

Robert Bi ersack, Paul S. Herrnson, and Cl yde W cox
(eds.), Risky Business: PAC Deci si onmaking in

Congressi onal El ections
Darrell West, Air WArs: Tel evision Advertising in
El ecti on Canpaigns, 1952-1996
El i zabeth Drew, Whatever |t Takes: The Real
Struggle for Political Power in America

B. The Party in the Electorate

Bi bby, Chapter 8
Mai sel , Chapters 5, 6

For Further Reading

Paul R Abranson, John H. Aldrich, and David W
Rohde, Change and Continuity in the 1996
El ecti ons

WIlliam H Flanigan and Nancy Zingale, Political
Behavi or of the American El ectorate, 9th Edition

Ruy Tei xeira, The Di sappearing American Voter

Bruce E. Keith, et al., The Myth of the I ndependent

Vot er
Martin P. Wattenberg, The Rise of Candi date-
Centered Politics

C. Parties and Congressi onal El ections

Bi bby, pp. 283-297 (review)

For Further Reading
Gary Jacobson, The Politics of Congressional
El ections, 4th Edition
Paul S. Herrnson, Congressional H ections, 2™ Edition

Political Parties and Governing
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A. An Overvi ew

Bi bby Chapter 9

B. The Party in the Executive

Mai sel , Chapter 14

For Further reading
Charl es O Jones, The Presi dency i n a Separ at ed System

C. The Party in Congress

Bi bby, pp. 337-359 (review)
Mai sel , Chapters 12, 13

For Further Readi ng

Davi d Rohde, Parties and Leaders in the Postreform House

Barbara Sinclair, The Transformation of the U S. Senate

Gary W Cox and Mat hew D. McCubbins, Legi sl ative
Levi at han: Party Governnent in the House

Parties in Perspective: Toward the Future

Bi bby, Chapter 10
Mai sel, Chapters 15, 16



