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Dear ITP and ICOMM Colleagues, 

   As I write this letter, I have just 

learned that Senator Edward “Teddy” 

Kennedy, whom so many called the 

“Lion of the Senate” passed away last 

night.  His life, and the lives of so 

many in his family, inspired genera-

tions inside and outside this country 

to study and become involved in po-

litical life.  He will be missed, and as 

Senator Harry Reid said in an imme-

diate official statement, “As we 

mourn his loss, we rededicate our-

selves to the causes for which he so 

dutifully dedicated his life.” 

   This newsletter marks the first edi-

tion of our fully integrated collaboration between the Information 

Technology & Politics Section of (APSA) and the International Com-

munication Section of the International Studies Association (ISA). It 

has been my great pleasure to serve as president and chair of both 

sections as we navigate this enhanced cooperation between two im-

portant scholarly communities. In many ways, this APSA conference 

in Toronto is a perfect occasion on which to recognize this ITP-

ICOMM collaboration.  It is the first time in the 104-year history of 

APSA that it has held its Annual Meeting outside of the United 

States.  The theme for this year’s conference, “Politics in Motion: 

Change and Complexity in the Contemporary Era” further highlights 

the potential for the groundbreaking scholarship of our ITP commu-

nity to develop joint insights with the interdisciplinary international 

communication scholars of ICOMM. 

   Regarding our contribution to the Toronto program, Pris Regan, our 

2009 Program Chair, and incoming ITP President has crafted an out-

standing program of eight panels, including a Theme Panel on Web 

2.0 and the ’08 Elections, three panels co-sponsored with Political 

Derrick Cogburn  is the 2008-09 
ITP Section Chair 

and 
the 2009-10 ICOMM Section Chair 



President’s Welcome, cont. 

PAGE 2 ITP/ ICOMM NEWS VOLUME 5 ,  I SSUE 2  

Communication, and one with Public Administration.  Following our Theme Panel on Friday 

afternoon, we will hold our ITP Business meeting from 6:15-7:15 in Room 710 of the MTCC, 

followed by our reception and no-host dinner at the Forte Bistro & Lounge in downtown To-

ronto.  A number of important updates and issues will be discussed at the business meeting, 

so please do plan to attend if possible. 

   We must all give a very special thank to our dear colleague Ken Rogerson from Duke Uni-

versity, who has been our fantastic Newsletter Editor for many years along with his service in 

leadership roles in both sections.  Special thanks also go to my immediate predecessors in both 

sections Renee Marlin-Bennett from Johns Hopkins (ITP) and Laura Roselle from Elon Uni-

versity (ICOMM). This collaboration would not have been possible without these and other 

very talented scholars and leaders of our communities. 

   So, we welcome those of you who are physically attending APSA in Toronto, Ontario, Can-

ada and look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at the ISA Annual Convention in 

New Orleans, Louisiana from February 17-20, 2010, with the theme, “Theory vs. Policy? Con-

necting Scholars and Practitioners.”  Ken Rogerson and I will be co-chairing a Working Group 

on Networks in Global Information and Communication Policy at ISA and we hope you join us 

starting on Tuesday, 16 February. 

 

Derrick L. Cogburn 

American University/Syracuse University 

President & Chair, APSA ITP, 2008-2010 

President & Chair, ISA ICOMM, 2009-2010 

The Newsletter is produced by: 
Editor: Ken Rogerson, Duke University 

rogerson@duke.edu 

You may “copy, print, distribute and display” this newsletter. 

Congratulations to Matthew A Baum, Marvin Kalb Professor of Global Com-
munication at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government 
and Department of Government, and Tim Groeling, Associate Professor of 
Communication Studies at UCLA, for their article "New Media and the Polari-
zation of American Political Discourse," published in the October 2008 issue of 
Political Communication. 

ITP Awards: 2009 
Best Article Published in 2008 
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Meet the Sections 

ICOMM Section Leadership 
2009-10 Chair 

Derrick Cogburn, Syracuse University 
2009 Program Chair and 2009-10 Chair Elect 

Ken Rogerson, Duke University 
2010 Program Chair 

Maura Conway, Dublin City University 
 

Executive Committee 

Deborah Wheeler, (2008-1020), United States Naval Academy 
Marianne Franklin  (2008-2010), University of London 

Laura Hosman (2009-2011), UC Berkeley  
Frank Rusciano (2009-2011), Rider University   

ITP Section Leadership 
2008-09 Chair 

Derrick Cogburn, Syracuse University 
2009 Program Chair and 2009-10 Chair Elect 

Priscilla Regan, George Mason University 
2010 Program Chair 

Nanette Levinson, American University 
Secretary/Treasurer 

Cecilia G. Manrique, University of Wisconsin, La Crosse 
 

Executive Committee 

Chris Bronk (2007-2009), Rice University 
Andrew Chadwick (2007-2009), Royal Holloway, University of London 

Atoinette Pole (2007-2009), Montclair State University 
Robert Boynton (2008-2010), University of Iowa 

Meelis Kitsing (2008-2010), University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
Matthew Hindman (2008-2010), Arizona State University  
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2009 APSA Program: ITP Sponsored Panels 

Thursday, Sept 3, 10:15 a.m.Thursday, Sept 3, 10:15 a.m.Thursday, Sept 3, 10:15 a.m.Thursday, Sept 3, 10:15 a.m.    
Comparative Experiences in Online Political Organizing, Deliberating and ParticipatingComparative Experiences in Online Political Organizing, Deliberating and ParticipatingComparative Experiences in Online Political Organizing, Deliberating and ParticipatingComparative Experiences in Online Political Organizing, Deliberating and Participating    
Chair:Chair:Chair:Chair:    Cecilia G. Manrique, University of Wisconsin, La Crosse 
Revitalising Particpatory Politics?: The Internet, Social Capital and Political Action  
 Rachel K. Gibson, University of Manchester  
 Ian McAllister, Australian National University  
Can Online Deliberation Transform Citizens? Knowledge and Opinion Change in an Internet Field Experiment in the UK  
 Peter C. John, University of Manchester,  
 Chin-Cher Chen, National Chung-Cheng University,  
 Corinne Wales, University of Southampton,  
 Patrick James Sturgis,  University of Surrey,  
 Gerry Stoker, University of Southampton  
At Least We Could See Them When They Marched in Skokie! The Virtual Reality of Radical Political Movements in a 
Web 2.0 World  
 Robert D. Duval, West Virginia University  
   Kyle Christensen, West Virginia University  
The MoveOn Effect: Internet Fundraising and the Second Interest Group Realignment  
 David A Karpf, University of Pennsylvania 
Organizing the Web? An Investigation of Party Organization and Online Presence of Political Parties  
 Maria Laura Sudulich, Trinity College Dublin 
Discussant: Discussant: Discussant: Discussant:     Michael J. Jensen, University of California, Irvine 
 
Thursday, Sept 3, 4:15 p.m.Thursday, Sept 3, 4:15 p.m.Thursday, Sept 3, 4:15 p.m.Thursday, Sept 3, 4:15 p.m.    
Digital Governance: Policy Development and Administrative Strategies : CoDigital Governance: Policy Development and Administrative Strategies : CoDigital Governance: Policy Development and Administrative Strategies : CoDigital Governance: Policy Development and Administrative Strategies : Co----sponsored with Public Administrationsponsored with Public Administrationsponsored with Public Administrationsponsored with Public Administration    
Chair:Chair:Chair:Chair:    Charles Mitchell, Grambling State University 
Government at the Local Level: Variations and Potential Explanations  
 John Hoornbeek, Kent State University  
   Mark Cassell, Kent State University  
E-government in Authoritarian States: Content Analysis of E-Government Websites in Central Asia  
 Erica J. Johnson, University of Washington  
Federal Agency Blogs in Transition: Comparison of Late Bush Administration and Early Obama Administration Use of Blogs  
 Julianne Mahler, George Mason University 
 Priscilla M. Regan, George Mason University 
All Politics Is Local, or Is It? Political Blogs and State Politics  
 Antoinette Pole, Montclair State University 
Discussant:Discussant:Discussant:Discussant:    Henry Farrell, George Washington University 
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Friday, Sept 4, 2:00 p.m.Friday, Sept 4, 2:00 p.m.Friday, Sept 4, 2:00 p.m.Friday, Sept 4, 2:00 p.m.    
New Media, New Politics?: CoNew Media, New Politics?: CoNew Media, New Politics?: CoNew Media, New Politics?: Co----sponsored with  Political Communicationsponsored with  Political Communicationsponsored with  Political Communicationsponsored with  Political Communication    
Chair:Chair:Chair:Chair:    Christine B. Williams, Bentley University 
The NetRoots Narrative: The Evolution of the Liberal Blogosphere from 2004 to the Present  
 Diana Tracy Cohen, Central Connecticut State University 
Why are Internet Users Politically More Active? In Search of a Causal Effect  
 Martin Kroh, German Institute for Economic Research  
   Hannes Neiss,   German Institute for Economic Research  
Needles and Haystacks:The Explosion of Political and Non-Political Information Flow  
 W. Russell Neuman, University of Michigan 
Only the Good Vote Young? The Internet, Age, and Political Participation in the 2008 Presidential Campaign  
 Hannes R. Richter, Free University Berlin 
Unraveling Differences in Barriers to Technology Use  
 Karen Mossberger, University of Illinois, Chicago 
 Caroline J. Tolbert, University of Iowa  
   Benedict Jimenez, University of Illinois at Chicago 
Discussant: Discussant: Discussant: Discussant:     Christine B. Williams, Bentley University    
 
Friday, Sept 4, 4:15 p.m.Friday, Sept 4, 4:15 p.m.Friday, Sept 4, 4:15 p.m.Friday, Sept 4, 4:15 p.m.    
Theme Panel: Web 2.0 and Social Media in the 2008 Elections and BeyondTheme Panel: Web 2.0 and Social Media in the 2008 Elections and BeyondTheme Panel: Web 2.0 and Social Media in the 2008 Elections and BeyondTheme Panel: Web 2.0 and Social Media in the 2008 Elections and Beyond    
Chair: Chair: Chair: Chair:     Antoinette Pole, Montclair State University 
Examining the Impact of Web 2.0 and Social Media on Political Participation and Civic Engagement in the 2008 Obama Cam-
paign,  
 Derrick L. Cogburn, American University 
 Fatima Espinoza Vasquez, Syracuse University 
Identity and Group Politics in the 2008 Presidential Candidate Websites 
 Kimberly A. Mealy, APSA 
Cyberactivism in the Pre- and Post-Election Period of the Obama Administration 
 Jongwoo Han, Syracuse University 
 Ines Mergel, Syracuse University 
What if you had a choice? 
 George Robert Boynton, University of Iowa 
I Hear America Texting and Other Themes for a Virtual Polis: Rethinking Democracy in the Global InfoTech Age 
 Renee Marlin-Bennett, Johns Hopkins University 
Discussant: Discussant: Discussant: Discussant:     Kenneth S. Rogerson, Duke University 
 
Saturday, Sept 5, 10:15 a.m.Saturday, Sept 5, 10:15 a.m.Saturday, Sept 5, 10:15 a.m.Saturday, Sept 5, 10:15 a.m.    
Internet: Collective Action, Social Mobilization, and Civic Engagement: CoInternet: Collective Action, Social Mobilization, and Civic Engagement: CoInternet: Collective Action, Social Mobilization, and Civic Engagement: CoInternet: Collective Action, Social Mobilization, and Civic Engagement: Co----sponsored with  Political Communicationsponsored with  Political Communicationsponsored with  Political Communicationsponsored with  Political Communication    
Chair: Chair: Chair: Chair:     Micah Altman, Harvard University 
The Internet and American Politics: Where The Politically Rich Get Richer and the Politically Poor Get Perez Hilton  
 Laura McKenna, Ramapo College of New Jersey  
Transitions 2.0: Web-Based Social Mobilization in Autocratic Central Asia   
 Eric McGlinchey, George Mason University  
Information Technology, Group Strategies, and News Media Coverage  
 Young Mie Kim, Ohio State University 
 Michael McCluskey, Ohio State University  
The Transformation of Collective Action: Comparing Organizations in Collective Action Space  
 Bruce Bimber, University of California, Santa Barbara  
Facebook is... Fostering Political Engagement: A Study of Social Network Groups and Offline Participation  
 Jessica Timpany Feezell, University of California, Santa Barbara 
 Meredith Conroy, University of California, Santa Barbara 
 Mario Guerrero, University of California, Santa Barbara 
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Discussant: Discussant: Discussant: Discussant:     Diana Owen, Georgetown University 
Saturday, Sept 5, 2:00 p.m.Saturday, Sept 5, 2:00 p.m.Saturday, Sept 5, 2:00 p.m.Saturday, Sept 5, 2:00 p.m.    
Internet Governance: Structures and IssuesInternet Governance: Structures and IssuesInternet Governance: Structures and IssuesInternet Governance: Structures and Issues    
Chair: Chair: Chair: Chair:     Laura Roselle, Elon University 
NGOs in Global Internet Governance: Co-Creation Processes, Collective Learning, and Network Effectiveness 
 Nanette S. Levinson, American University 
Regulating the New Economy - New Forms of EU Governance for Telecoms and the Information Society 
 Kirsten L. Rodine Hardy, Northeastern University 
Coping with Innovation in Privacy Protection 
 Andreas Busch, University of Göttingen 
Networked Publics in International Affairs: An Empirical Analysis 
 Stuar J. Thorson, Syracuse University and Hyunjin Seo, Syracuse University 
Using Indices to Measure the Digital Divide 
 Cecilia G. Manrique, University of Wisconsin, La Crosse  
 Gabriel G. Manrique, Winona State University 
Discussant: Discussant: Discussant: Discussant:     Priscilla M. Regan, George Mason University 
 

   The winner is: BARD - an "R" package to facilitate redistricting and re-

districting analysis: http://cran.r-project.org/web/packages/BARD/ 

   "BARD is the first (and at time of writing, only) open source software 

package for general redistricting and redistricting analysis. BARD provides 

methods to create, display, compare, edit, automatically refine, evaluate, 

and profile political districting plans. BARD aims to provide a framework 

for scientific analysis of redistricting plans and to facilitate wider public 

participation in the creation of new plans. 

   BARD facilitates map creation and refinement through command-line, 

gui, and automatic methods. Since redistricting is a computationally com-

plex partitioning problem not amenable to an exact optimization solution, 

BARD implements a variety of selectable metaheuristics that can be used 

to refine existing or randomly-generated redistricting plans based on user-

determined criteria. 

   Furthermore, BARD supports automated generation 

of redistricting plans and profiling of plans by assign-

ing different weights to various criteria, such as dis-

trict compactness or equality of population. This func-

tionality permits exploration of trade-offs among crite-

ria. The intent of a redistricting authority may be ex-

plored by examining these trade-offs and inferring 

which reasonably observable plans were not adopted. 

   Redistricting is a computationally-intensive problem 

for even modest- sized states. Performance is thus an important consideration in BARD's design and im-

plementation. The program implements performance enhancements such as evaluation caching, explicit 

memory management, and distributed computing across snow clusters." 

   Forbes.com put BARD's significance in the following terms: "Until recently only political parties had 

the manpower and the tools to redraw boundaries while keeping districts equal in population. Now any-

body can play this game, at least as a kibitzer." (http://www.forbes.com/forbes/2008/0901/016.html. 

ITP Awards 
Best Computer Instructional Software: 2009 

For more information about the BARD soft-
ware, see: Altman, M, and M.P. McDonald 
2009, BARD: Better Automated Redistricting, 
Journal of Statistical Software 31(3), Forth-
coming. 
Preprint: http://maltman.hmdc.harvard.edu/
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A s always, contributions to The Newsletter are welcome and strongly encouraged.  As an evolving research 

community of individuals interested in issues that intersect technology and politics, both in teaching 

and research, The Newsletter is but one forum for information sharing.  Please consider writing a short arti-

cle, a letter to the editor, submitting news about recent publications, or other items that would be of interest 

to the members of the section. Also, feel free to send any comments, questions, suggestions, concerns, ideas, 

etc. about the section in general to the ITP/ICOMM 

Newsletter Editor: Ken Rogerson at:  

mailto:rogerson@duke.edu. 

Plus, don’t forget both section’s vast array of really nifty 

online tools:   

 

Join the ITP listserv by clicking on:  
http://lists.hmdc.harvard.edu/index.cgi?info=apsa_itp. 

Visit the ITP web site, maintained by ITP Webmaster 
Bob Brookshire (University of South Carolina), at:  
http://www.apsanet.org/~itp/. 

Check out the ITP Wiki, established by ITP past-
President Micah Altman (Harvard University), at:  
http://www.hmdc.harvard.edu/itp/ 

Visit the ISA/ICOMM web site  at: 

http://icomm.igloogroups.org/. 

About The Newsletter 
This newsletter is made possible by the many 

thoughtful contributions of the members of the 

APSA’s organized section on Information Technol-

ogy and Politics and ISA’s International Commu-

nication Section.  There is an open submission 

policy, which means there is never a bad time to 

send something in for the next issue.  

All members of both organizations are en-
couraged to contribute to (and distribute) 
this newsletter to help shape and grow the 
section.   

Request for Submissions to The Newsletter: 
Fellow ITP and ICOMM Members Want to Hear from You! 

Member News 
  Phil Seib has been named the director of 

the Center on Public Diplomacy at the 

University of Southern California. 
  The USC Center on Public Diplomacy 

was established in 2003 as a partnership 

between the Annenberg School for Com-

munication and the School of International Relations at the University of Southern Califor-

nia. It is a joint research, analysis and professional training organization dedicated to fur-

thering the study and practice of global public diplomacy.  

   Since its inception, the Center has become an ambitious and productive leader in the pub-

lic diplomacy research and scholarship community. The Center has benefited from unique international sup-

port from the academic, corporate, governmental and public policy communities. And it has become the defini-

tive go-to destination for practitioners and international leaders in public diplomacy, while pursuing an inno-

vative and cutting-edge research agenda. 

   USC received the 2007 Benjamin Franklin Award for Public Diplomacy in recognition of the university's 

teaching, training and research in public diplomacy. The award was one of four inaugural awards from the 

U.S. State Department.  
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Job Opportunity 

SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL SERVICE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATION PROGRAM 

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY 
PUBLIC HEALTH PREVENTION & HEALTH COMMUNICATION 

 
   The School of International Service (SIS) at American University invites applications/

nominations for a tenure-track position focusing on PUBLIC HEALTH PREVENTION 
AND HEALTH COMMUNICATION in the International Communication Program, School of In-

ternational Service at the rank of Assistant Professor.  This position focuses on the cross-cultural 

communication of global health policy and practice, taking into account international institutions 

and domestic, political, social and cultural contexts.  The successful candidate will have a reputa-

tion for scholarly excellence, an active research program related to public health prevention and 

health communication, a record of excellence in teaching  and a strong commitment to contribute 

significantly to our undergraduate, professional master’s and doctoral degree programs.  Candi-

dates should hold a doctorate in a relevant discipline.  We especially seek candidates with a strong 

background in cross-cultural health communication.   
   Applications should include: A letter describing research (including any externally funded re-
search) and teaching interests and relevant professional experience; teaching evaluations; three 
letters of reference; and copies of relevant publications.  Applications should be sent to: Chair, In-
ternational Communication Search Committee, School of International Service, American Univer-
sity, 4400 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20016-8071.  Consideration of applications 
will begin September 15, 2009, and continue until the position is filled. 
   The International Communication Program in the School of International Service, the old-
est in the U.S.,  marks its 41st anniversary this year.  It is distinguished by its pioneering work in 
the creation of the field of international communication studies through consistent scholarly focus 
and innovative curriculum development.  A distinctive strength of the Program is its inclusion of 
cross-cultural communication as a key teaching and research component.  The program offers a 
doctoral concentration, a Master’s degree, and an undergraduate concentration.  It also is the home 
of the Intercultural Management Institute and a laboratory focused on virtual cross-cultural col-
laboration and learning environments.  Visit www.american.edu/sis/ic to learn more about the IC 
Program. 
   The School of International Service provides a unique environment for learning and profes-
sional enhancement. It is a community comprised of scholars, practitioners, and students from 
around the world. The School of International Service classrooms also reflect the spirit of the com-
munity; teaching styles are highly collegial. The curriculum is distinguished by linking theory and 
practice and by addressing both conceptually and empirically the emerging issues of an increas-
ingly interdependent and complex world. The faculty of the School of International Service com-
prises more than sixty full-time, highly productive scholar-teachers in the fields of: Comparative 
and Regional Studies, Global Environmental Policy, International Communication, International 
Development, International Economic Policy, International Politics, International Peace and Con-
flict Resolution, and U.S. Foreign Policy. 
   American University is an Affirmative Action, Equal Employment Opportunity employer.  
Women, minorities, and people with disabilities are strongly encouraged to apply. An EEO/AA 
University.  The University is committed to a diverse faculty, staff, and student body. 
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The Prospect of 

Internet Democracy 
By Michael Margolis and Gerson Moreno-Riaño (Ashgate Press) 

 

 

 

Books 
   Contents: Introduction; The internet and the prospect of democracy; Impossible 
dreams: the radical roots of cyber-democracy; Tempering the dreams: revised theo-
ries of cyber-democracy; Democracy, tolerance and the internet; Mass media and 
internet democracy; The internet and democratic education; Parties, interest groups 
and the internet's impact on democratic participation; Internet democracy in the 21st 
century; Bibliography; Index. 
   About the authors: Michael Margolis is Emeritus Professor in the Department of 
Political Science at the University of Cincinnati, USA. Gerson Moreno-Riaño is Associ-
ate Professor of Government at the Regent University, USA 
   “This book offers an engaging account of the clash of ideals that now characterizes 
this subject area. It places current debates about information and communication 
technologies squarely within the context of empirical and normative theories of de-
mocracy. A welcome addition to the literature.” 
Professor Andrew Chadwick, Royal Holloway, University of London 
   “Providing a skeptical look at the transformative capacity of the Internet to 
strengthen American democracy, Margolis and Moreno-Riaño inject an invaluable corrective to much of the hype 
surrounding this phenomenon. By deflating exaggerated claims, this book presents a more realistic and hard-
nosed assessment of how the Internet affects citizens' participation in the public sphere.” 
Pippa Norris, McGuire Lecturer in Comparative Politics, John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard Uni-

Handbook of Research on Overcoming 

Digital Divides: Constructing an Equitable 

and Competitive Information Society 
Edited By Enrico Ferro, Istituto Superiore Mario Boella (ISMB), Italy; Yogesh K. Dwivedi, 
Swansea University, UK; J. Ramon Gil-Garcia, Centro de Investigación y Docencia 
Económicas (CIDE), Mexico; Michael D. Williams, Swansea University, UK 
   Recently, rapid developments in the digital divide have attracted the attention of 
both the academic and political worlds due to the reduction of information gaps. The 
Handbook of Research on Overcoming Digital Divides presents a comprehensive, inte-
grative, and global view of what has been called the digital divide. Collecting an inter-

national collaboration of experts, this Handbook of Research offers policy makers, academicians, managers, and 
researchers a complete reference source to the interactions, evolutions, and policies developing within the field. 
   ITP members Stuart Shulman and Mack Shelley contribute to a multi-authored chapter in the book.  The chap-
ter examines an essential, and rapidly-developing, aspect of electronic government, the growing use of online re-
sources for government activities such as e-rulemaking, citizen participation, and the provision of information, 
referral, and assistance for users with needs for service delivery. Major developments in the use of electronic gov-
ernment resources for services needed by the elder and disability populations are the primary focus of this chap-
ter. The research focuses on the results of a large-scale statewide survey of residents of the state of Iowa, and on 
the findings from evaluations of aging and disability resource web sites in the United States and in other coun-
tries. Current and future trends in service delivery that may help to bridge digital divides for the elder and disabil-
ity populations are discussed. 
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ISA/ICOMM 2009 
Distinguished Scholar Award:  

Ernest Wilson 

 

   

     

       

     

     

       

     

     

       

     

 

   

     

       

     

     

       

     

     

       

     

Ernest James Wilson III, Ph.D., Walter Annenberg Chair in Communication 
and Dean of the Annenberg School for Communication at the University of 
Southern California, is a senior fellow at the USC Center on Public Diplo-
macy and an adjunct fellow at the Pacific Council on International Policy.  
His work is focused on the convergence of communication and informa-
tion technology with public policy.  Recently, he has worked on the politics 
of global sustainable innovation in high-technology industries, China-Africa 
relations, and the role of culture in U.S. national security policy. 
 
Dr. Wilson has authored or co-edited numerous books, including Govern-
ing Global Electronic Networks (MIT Press, 2008) and Negotiating the Net: 
The Politics of Internet Diffusion in Africa (Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2006). 
He also co-edits the MIT Press series The Information Revolution and 
Global Politics and the MIT journal Information Technologies and Interna-
tional Development. 
 
Both the private and public sectors have sought Wilson’s experience and expertise.  He has served international agencies in-

cluding the World Bank and United Nations and filled governmental roles 
through three presidential administrations.  He was nominated by President 
Clinton and reappointed by President Bush to the board of the Corporation 
for Public Broadcasting, where he remains the ranking senior member.  He 
was also the director of International Programs and Resources on the Na-
tional Security Council during the Clinton Administration.  More recently, Wil-
son served on the transition team advising then-President-elect Barack 
Obama.  He led the team reviewing America’s international broadcasting ser-
vices and advised the team working with the U.S. Department of State on 
public diplomacy issues. 
 
Before moving to USC Annenberg, Dr. Wilson taught at the University of 
Maryland, College Park as well as the Universities of Pennsylvania and Michi-
gan.  He earned a Ph.D. and M.A. in political science at the University of Cali-
fornia, Berkeley, and his B.A. at Harvard College. 
 
In February 2009, Wilson was named 2009’s Distinguished Scholar by the In-
ternational Studies Association’s International Communication section.  
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   The World Information Access project investigates the ways in which public policy can shape tech-

nology diffusion, and the ways in which technology diffusion shapes political culture in turn.  This 

NSF-funded team is proud to release the first titles from its working paper series. 

   Both are available for download at www.wiareport.org. The goal of the project's working paper se-

ries is to mentor advanced graduate students. 

   The project provides co-authorship opportunities and small research stipends, by arranging for sub-

stantive feedback from senior specialists in the field, and by offering access to professional copyedi-

tors and designers to aid in research dissemination. 

   Project director, Phil Howard at the University of Washington (pnhoward@u.washington.edu), wel-

comes contact from advanced graduate students who would like to revise and extend their article-

length manuscripts.  Over the next year, we particularly hope to support research into the trans-

border technology transfer processes between non-state political actors, such as parties, civic groups, 

and journalists. 

International Studies Association Annual Convention 
February 17-20, 2010, New Orleans, Louisiana 

Save the dates of February 17-20, 2009 to attend the 51st Annual Convention of 
the International Studies Association.  The International Communication section 
will sponsor 24 panels on a variety of topics relevant to communications scholars, 
including terrorism and the Internet, the good and bad of government communi-
cation, public diplomacy, images in international communication, technology in 
campaigns and elections, and the power of technology in human rights advocacy, 
just to name a few. 

The convention theme is: Theory vs. Policy? Connecting Scholars and Practitioners 
and more information can be found at http://www.isanet.org/neworleans2010/. 

Political Parties & Voter Privacy: Australia, Canada, the United Kingdom, 

and United States in Comparative Perspective 
 http://www.wiareport.org/workingpapers/HowardKreiss.pdf 

 

Turning Dirt Roads into Information Highways: 
The Conceptual Misformation of Internet Diffusion 

http://www.wiareport.org/workingpapers/kitsinghoward.pdf 
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On July 3 North Korea started shooting missiles in the general direction of Japan, and their launchings contin-

ued throughout July 4. Since they did not announce their intentions most observers interpreted it as an act of 

'thumbing its nose' at the U.S. At least that was the interpretation of The Washington Post. 

TOKYO, July 4 -- Taunting the United States on its birthday, North Korea fired seven missiles into the Sea of 

Japan early Saturday in a provocative move . . . [Blaine Harden and Joby Warrick, Washington Post July 4, 2009.]  

The Washington Post was a bit late to the story, however. The missile launchings had already been the subject 

of thousands of posts on the web before it made The Post in the July 4 edition. This is an examination of the dy-

namics of posting comments to Twitter, and here is one of the very early tweets.  

7/3/2009 11:57 a.m. Why is it that MJ's death is still on the front page of CNN when North Korea just launched 

a bunch of fucking missiles? 

Twitter sets a limit of 140 characters on each message posted so tweets are usually a single thought as is this 

one. Not only did North Korea have to share news media attention with Michael Jackson, they also had to share 

with Sarah Palin, who announced that she would resign as governor of Alaska Friday, July 3, at 4:00 p.m. The 

Washington Post produced a "Breaking News" for her announcement, but not for the North Korean actions.  

   The software I used to capture tweets about North Ko-

rea accessed the Twitter API every 10 minutes updating 

the data file. Tweets posted between 11:00 a.m. July 3 and 

10:00 p.m. July 4 are used for the analysis. A total of 8508 

tweets were posted during the 34 hours covered, which is 

an average of 250 tweets an hour. 

There are two interesting points revealed in this brief 

analysis. First, the web never sleeps . The following table 

shows the number of tweets per hour for the period. 

   The tweets began between 11:00 and 12:00 a.m. on July 

3. The number is under one hundred per hour until 7:00 

p.m. when the number of tweets takes a big jump to just 

under 300. The greatest number of tweets per hour was 

midnight to 1:00 a.m. with more than 700 tweets. Then 

there were about 450 between 1:00 and 2:00 a.m., approxi-

mately 500 at 2:00, 3:00, and 4:00 a.m. Then the number 

of tweets per hour slowly declined until it was back to ap-

proximately 100 per hour by the evening of July 4. So, 

who was tweeting at 3:00 a.m. my time, which is U.S. central daylight savings. Well, Twitter is a worldwide com-

munication system. The number of unique users of Twitter in May 2009 was, by one count, 37 million, and the 

number grow s at a remarkably fast clip. It is still growing more than one thousand percent year to year each 

month. Unfortunately, the geographic location of the 

tweeters is not available for this analysis. But if timing is 

any indication they are piling in from all over the world. 

The web never sleeps. 

The second point begins by looking at the numbers in a 

different way. The figure below gives the cumulative num-

ber of tweets for each hour during the period. 

This is the S-shaped sigmoid curve that is often associ-

ated with 'going viral.' It works like an epidemic: a few 

people write about the subject, a larger number read and 

then write, a larger number read and then write until a 

limit is reached in terms of the interest in the subject. 

Retweeting, which is reading and then writing referring 

to what one read, is quite popular on Twitter. Retweeting 

and copying urls are the Twitter mechanism for going vi-

ral. 'Going viral' on the web has generally been associated 

with YouTube and viewing videos. Crane and Sornette 

(2008) examined 5 million time series of viewing YouTube 

The Dynamics of Attention 
By G. R. Boynton, University of Iowa 

Available at: http://myweb.uiowa.edu/gboynton/northkorea/northkorea-
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videos to characterize their dynamics. They found that a tiny fraction, two percent or less, could be interpreted in terms 

of a sigmoid curve. In my research on viewing the videos the McCain and Obama campaigns posted to YouTube I found 

not a single video for which the daily views took this functional form. (Boynton, 2009). This is a different dynamics of 

attention than found in the YouTube campaigns, and that implies different underlying social processes at work. Of 

course, this is a single case compared with the hundreds of campaign videos.  

What do we know and not know? We know that Twitter is an important communication activity. My favorite way of 

thinking about its importance is that in April of 2009 the number of unique users of Twitter exceeded the unique visi-

tors to The New York Times and to The Wall Street Journal (Marshall Kirkpatrick, May 11, 2009). It is now a more 

frequently used institution of 'news' than either of what we think of as very important news institutions. However, it 

has been important only very briefly. A year ago the unique users per month was in the hundreds of thousands. 

David Karpf read this and raised the question that will be on most readers' minds. Those are the numbers, but what 

about the difference in what is in the major news media and what is flooding through Twitter? The first response is: we 

do not know. We need research. One way to tackle the question is to ask what is 'in' the major news sources. If they are 

to be the standard we should examine the information they are including in their news reports. So I looked at the 

tweets and the reporting about the riots in Urumqi, China; a story in roughly the same domain as the story about 

North Korea. 

The protests in Urumqi started on July 5. The first report of The Washington Post, which is my 'all the news that's 

fit to print,' was Ariana Eunjung Cha (July 7, 2009) Scores Killed in Ethnic Riots in China. The rioting started on the 

fifth, and the report was on the seventh. I checked for tweets, but Twitter only provides the most recent 1,500, and that 

was only as far back as July 6 at 23:09. There were 1,500 tweets overnight. I assume there were many more before 

that. At a minimum if I had been looking I could have learned about the protests in Urumqi 13 hours earlier with Twit-

ter than I could with The Post.  

The critical question is: what was in the story printed by The Post? These are, paragraph by paragraph, the sources 

of the report: state media, witnesses, official news agency, Associated Press, state media, background provided by au-

thor, analogy drawn by author, White House press secretary, stat e TV, news conference person living in exile in D.C., 

unsourced, witnesses, quote witness 1, quote witness 2, quote witness 3, background by author, person living in exile in 

Sweden. There were 17 paragraphs in the news account. The author of the story lives in Washington D.C. She could 

have been at the White House press briefing and she could have been at the D.C. press conference of the person from 

Urumqi. She was the source of background information in four. The rest was, in one way or another, from 'the cloud.'  

What is the point? This news story was piecing together information that is all over the web. The author drew it 

together, but if I was a 'fan' of Urumqi I would surely have known this long before the Post drew it together. I surely 

could have gotten most of this from Twitter -- though Twitter is quintessential not piecing together. And I believe if we 

looked we would find that much news reporting is bringing together information that would be available elsewhere -- 

say, on Twitter -- if you were intent on looking. One of our major research questions will be about what is communi-

cated by the new media and how that becomes a part of the 'standard' media.  

About tweeting, we do not know what is big and what is small. We know the relative sizes for political videos on 

YouTube. We know the average number of views of the McCain campaign videos was about 168,000 compared with 

53,000 for the Obama campaign videos (Boynton, 2009). Nine thousand does not seem to be a very big number relative 

to those. However, tweets are written 'comments'. The average number of comments written about a McCain video was 

about 2700. For Obama campaign videos the average number of comments was 75. Nine thousand 'comments' about 

the North Korean missile launching looks impressive by that standard.  

We know almost nothing about the subjects that will inspire people to comment. I was also counting tweets about 

Sarah Palin's resignation. As of 12:53 a.m. July 6, 2009 there had been 10,000 tweets about North Korea and 49,000 

about Sara Palin. 

We know nothing about the social process. There may be a lot of 'going viral' in tweeting. It is easy to do by copying 

and pasting and retweeting. There was too little going viral to show up in the 2008 YouTube campaigns. Twitter may 

be a different social process than viewing campaign videos. 

We have only a very general notion about how international Twitter is. It is international, but we know nothing 

about how that works in terms of subjects about which people are tweeting. Tweeting at my 3:00 a.m. surely requires a 

different time zone in which tweeter lives. 

There has been some research, beyond counting unique users, but I do not know of any studies of Twitter and poli-

tics. I assume there is something I have not found, but there has to be very little research to this point.  

There is a lot to learn. 
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