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What is a Tablet PC?What is a Tablet PC?

Combination notebook PC and advanced PDACombination notebook PC and advanced PDA
Key capabilitiesKey capabilities
–– digital inking and text recognitiondigital inking and text recognition
–– advanced software to enhance performanceadvanced software to enhance performance

Full PC features availableFull PC features available
–– wireless, CD/DVD, peripheral compatibilitywireless, CD/DVD, peripheral compatibility
–– HD, processor speed, extended battery lifeHD, processor speed, extended battery life



Two Types of Tablets: : 
SlateSlate ConvertibleConvertible



BackgroundBackground

Inking technology not newInking technology not new

Tablets introduced in late Tablets introduced in late ‘‘90s90s
Accelerated marketing/use since 2002Accelerated marketing/use since 2002--0303
Currently 16 tablet manufacturersCurrently 16 tablet manufacturers

Embraced in healthcare, marketing (RE and Embraced in healthcare, marketing (RE and 
insurance) and manufacturinginsurance) and manufacturing



Limited Academic Use to DateLimited Academic Use to Date

Cost (school or individual expense)Cost (school or individual expense)
–– $1300$1300--$1500 w/bulk pricing at Northwest$1500 w/bulk pricing at Northwest

Lack of exposureLack of exposure
–– New product and not aggressively marketed to New product and not aggressively marketed to 

academia to dateacademia to date

Wedded to practiceWedded to practice
TechnophobiaTechnophobia
–– acute due to workload and limited training acute due to workload and limited training 



Academic UsersAcademic Users

GIS programs (GIS programs (VasserVasser and others)and others)
–– InIn--class and field work (data gathering)class and field work (data gathering)

Kansas State pilot programKansas State pilot program
–– TegrityTegrity presentations in Ag and CS programspresentations in Ag and CS programs
–– students take notes on schoolstudents take notes on school--issued tabletsissued tablets

Purdue Purdue –– introducing for student useintroducing for student use
MIT and TempleMIT and Temple
–– bio and med faculty using to enhance inbio and med faculty using to enhance in--class visuals and lecturesclass visuals and lectures

Northwest MissouriNorthwest Missouri
–– began standard issue tablets to faculty in 2004began standard issue tablets to faculty in 2004



Uses Outside the ClassroomUses Outside the Classroom



1 Grading With Inking Function1 Grading With Inking Function

Benefits of going paperlessBenefits of going paperless
–– ease of collection and retention; rapid feedbackease of collection and retention; rapid feedback

Issues:Issues:
»» means of collectionmeans of collection
»» adjusting to inking:  stylus and vision  adjusting to inking:  stylus and vision  

Illustration Illustration 2006 TLC paper2006 TLC paper



2 Class Preparation2 Class Preparation

MarkMark--up and enhance presentationsup and enhance presentations
Snipping toolSnipping tool
–– add graphics/images to any applicationadd graphics/images to any application
–– http://http://www.publicdebt.treas.gov/opd/opdpdodt.htmwww.publicdebt.treas.gov/opd/opdpdodt.htm

““Print ToPrint To”” for Windows Journalfor Windows Journal
–– enables marking most documents including PDFenables marking most documents including PDF
–– demos:demos:

»» print from the web  print from the web  14th Amendment 14th Amendment -- from GPOfrom GPO

»» how to brief a case how to brief a case TX v TX v Johnson.jntJohnson.jnt



3 Research and Writing3 Research and Writing

Portability = easy field research and notesPortability = easy field research and notes
Multiple Applications/ToolsMultiple Applications/Tools
–– OneNote, Windows JournalOneNote, Windows Journal
–– Snipping Tool and PrintSnipping Tool and Print--To functionsTo functions

EditingEditing
–– markmark--up and OCR capabilities (up and OCR capabilities (2006 TLC paper2006 TLC paper))



4 Administrative and Miscellaneous4 Administrative and Miscellaneous

Quick ToolsQuick Tools
–– Sticky NotesSticky Notes
–– Ink DesktopInk Desktop

Other NoteOther Note--Taking ToolsTaking Tools
–– Windows JournalWindows Journal
–– Microsoft OneNoteMicrosoft OneNote
–– AgilixAgilix GoBinderGoBinder



Windows Journal: Note TakingWindows Journal: Note Taking
(from 2006 TLC) (from 2006 TLC) 

OCR demo:  2006 TLC Session Notes



Quick OCRQuick OCR



Quick OCRQuick OCR



Classroom UsageClassroom Usage



1 Whiteboard1 Whiteboard

Save and distribute Save and distribute ““board notesboard notes”” from classfrom class
Multiple options:Multiple options:
–– Windows JournalWindows Journal
–– WordWord
–– PowerpointPowerpoint
–– PresenterPresenter
–– Ink DesktopInk Desktop





2 2 ““InteractiveInteractive”” PresentationsPresentations

PowerPoint (e.g.) can be . . .PowerPoint (e.g.) can be . . .
–– static, encourages passivity and inactivitystatic, encourages passivity and inactivity
–– Edward Edward TufteTufte:  :  ““explosion in useless data stupidly explosion in useless data stupidly 

displayeddisplayed””
–– students like it, but evidence is mixed re: valuestudents like it, but evidence is mixed re: value

Inking promotes Inking promotes active learningactive learning
»» notes, highlights, explain charts and visualsnotes, highlights, explain charts and visuals
»» blank slides for recording student inputblank slides for recording student input

Classroom PresenterClassroom Presenter
–– Slides with Whiteboard and editing spaceSlides with Whiteboard and editing space



3 Use with Classroom Software 3 Use with Classroom Software 

Student Response System (SRS)Student Response System (SRS)
–– whiteboard for spontaneous questionswhiteboard for spontaneous questions
–– written commentary/explanationswritten commentary/explanations

Diploma (textbook software)Diploma (textbook software)
–– quiz/discussion questionsquiz/discussion questions





4 General Ease of Use4 General Ease of Use

Portable and versatilePortable and versatile
WirelessWireless
Stylus > mouse or touchpad in classStylus > mouse or touchpad in class
Screen and projector issuesScreen and projector issues
–– resolution, orientationresolution, orientation

StylusStylus
–– sensitivity, calibrationsensitivity, calibration



5 Non5 Non--Tablet ToolsTablet Tools

CD/DVD:  play and recordCD/DVD:  play and record
WirelessWireless
HighHigh--end processor, HD, memory, graphics, end processor, HD, memory, graphics, 
sound, screen, battery, etc.sound, screen, battery, etc.
Convertible tablet = full notebook capabilityConvertible tablet = full notebook capability
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