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Room 4 William James Hall

Office Hours by Appointment

Course Description:

Globalization occurs simultaneously at economic, political and cultural levels, and impacts on virtually all levels of social life.  This course looks at how globalization affects the ways in which sexuality and gender are imagined, regulated and experienced, and major political debates around issues such as HIV/AIDS, sexual rights etc. in both the poor ands rich worlds.  Australian experiences will be used to explore the assertion that globalization is equivalent to 'Americanization'. 

The course aims at linking debates about globalization, on the one hand, and theories of sex and gender on the other, and is deliberately framed to reflect the fact that it is taught by someone who is not American and to make you question the impact of American power and ideas on other parts of the world.

Readings:

You are required to read three books thoroughly.  These books are on reserves at Lamont and Hilles Libraries and can be purchased at the Harvard COOP Textbook Department:

Altman, Dennis.  2002.  Global Sex.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Connell, R.W.  2002.  Gender.  Cambridge, UK: Polity.

Held, David.  2000.  Globalizing World.  London; New York: Routledge

These are relevant to the course as a whole, and you are expected to read them all during the semester.  In addition you will need to read widely for your essay, and the list of readings for each topic is intended to help guide you in this direction.  As a general rule you will need to read at least one of the additional readings each week to contribute fully to class discussion. Starred articles are contained in the course pack and are posted on the web.

Many of the readings will be on e-reserve.  Articles that are not accessible will be on reserves at Lamont and Hilles Libraries.  A few can be obtained via the course website.

There is a vast amount of relevant material available on the web, and in current newspapers and journals.  Good students will search widely and choose carefully: a blog diary is unlikely to be as useful as an article in, say, The Economist.  There are also a number of readers which are worth looking at for references:  two examples are M. Zinn, P. Hondagneu & M. Messner: Gender through the Prism of Difference (OUP) and J. Weeks, J. Holland & M. Waites: Sexualities & Society Oxford Polity 2003.
Grading:
· one essay proposal, with a bibliography of at least ten books or equivalent references  (20%)  3-5 pages due March 24

· one essay of about 16 pages  (30%)  due April 26

· one take home exam  (30%)  available last week of class

· participation in class discussion  (20%)

Note: Imaginative works—novels; films; plays—often provide unique insights into the ways in which major social and economic forces impact upon individual lives. The following is a short list of novels you might want to look at—there are plenty of others.

Novels:

N. Alumit: Letters to Montgomery Clift

M. Atwood: The Handmaid’s Tale

T. Boggs: Tokyo Vanilla

A. Brown: Audrey Hepburn’s Neck

M. Drabble: The Gates of Ivory

Nadine Gordimer: The Pickup

James Hamilton-Patterson: Ghosts of Manila 

Bharati Mukherjee: The middleman and other stories

A. Nafisi: Reading Lolita in Teheran

S. Rushdie: The ground beneath her feet

Essay Topics:

You are required to choose your own topic, and construct a proposal and bibliography (which can, of course, draw in part from this guide.) A good topic will offer an argument and provide evidence to support it, and will be sufficiently specific for you to cover it in the space allowed, while demonstrating that it is linked to the larger themes of the course (thus I would expect you to all refer to at least two of the three core texts in any essay).

Sample Essay Questions:

What impact have the efforts of the current U.S. Administration had on global family planning programs?

Compare the different perspectives on globalization and sexual; politics in the Australian film Japanese Story with that of the American film Lost in Translation

How useful is queer theory in explaining the development of sexual identity politics in non-western countries?

LECTURE SCHEDULE

Note:  This may vary somewhat depending on the availability of guest lecturers.  Depending on numbers the lectures will include a fair amount of class discussion, and in some weeks one day will be used to show a video or hear a guest lecturer

Thurs. Feb. 3  

Introduction to the Course 

(including a quick map test—not graded)

Tues. Feb. 8

What is Globalization?

&

Note: some of these readings will help when you come to define an essay topic.

Thurs. Feb. 10
Beck, Ulrich.  2000.  What is Globalisation?  Cambridge, England; Malden, MA: Polity Press.

*Kingsnorth, Paul.  2004.  “Democracy is Dead.”  New Internationalist 373(Nov.) 34-5

* Milanovic, Branko.  2003.  “The Two Faces of Globalization.”  World Development 31(4): 667-83.

Short, John R.  2001.  Global Dimensions.  London: Reakton.

Stiglitz, Joseph E.  2003.  Globalization and Its Discontents.  New York: W.W. Norton.

Wolf, Martin.  2004.  How Globalization Works.  New Haven: Yale University Press.

Tues. Feb. 15

Globalization in Practice

Barber, Benjamin.  1996.  Jihad versus McWorld.  New York: Ballatine Books.

Giddens, Anthony.  2003.  Runaway World: How Globalization is 
Reshaping Our Lives.  New York: Routledge.

Sassen, Saskia.  2001.  The Global City.  Princeton, NY: Princeton 
University Press.
Watson, James L. (ed.).  2004.  Golden Arches East.  Stanford, CA: 
Stanford University Press.

As an argumentative introduction to the links between globalization and gender see:

*Van der Gaag, Nikki.  2004.  “What Women Have Gained. and are in 
Danger of Losing.”  New Internationalist 373(Nov.):9-11. 

Tues. Feb. 17

What Do We Mean by ‘Sex’ and ‘Gender’

&



Tues. Feb. 22



*di Leonardo, Micaela and Roger Lancaster.  1996.  “Gender, Sexuality 
and Political Economy.”  New Politics 6(1, Summer):29-43. 

Freud, Sigmund.  2000.  Three Essays on the Theory of Sexuality, James 
Strachey (ed.).  New York: Basic Books.

Weeks,  Jeffrey.  2003.  Sexuality.  London; New York: Routledge.

Thurs. Feb. 24

‘Modern’ versus ‘Traditional’ Conceptualisations of Sex and Gender
* Introduction in Lenore Manderson and Margaret Jolly (eds.), Sites of 
Desire, Economies of Pleasure.  1997.  Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press.

Tues. March 1
The Contemporary Sociology of ‘Sex’ and ‘Gender’:

&
Identities/Class/Race


Thurs. March 3



Carillo, Hector.  2002.  The Night is Young.  London; Chicago: 



University of Chicago Press.

Hochschild, Arlie and Barbara Ehrenreich (eds.).  2003.  Global Woman.  
New York: Metropolitan Books.

Parrenas, Rhacel S.  2001.  Servants of Globalization.  Stanford, CA:
Stanford University Press.

Note two particularly interesting books on the cultural impact of ‘globalization’ on China: 

Dutton, Michael (ed.).  1998.  Streetlife China.  Chicago: University of 
Chicago Press.

Farrer, James.  2002.  Opening Up.  Cambridge, U.K.; New York: 
University of Chicago Press.

Tues. March 8

Tradition and Modernity: The Issues of Culture and Religion 

&

Film:  Iron Ladies

Thurs. March 10



*Besnier, Niko.  1997.  “Sluts and Superwomen: The Politics of 



Gender Liminality in Urban Tonga.”  Ethnos 62: 1–2, 5–31.


*Morris, Rosalind. 1994.  “Three Sexes and Four Sexualities.”  Positions 
2(1):15-43. 

Roy, Olivier.  2004.  Globalized Islam.  London: Hurst.

Graduate students interested in these debates should read:               Kahn, Joel. “Anthropology and Modernity” and the responses in Current 
Anthropology 42:5 Dec. 2001: 651-80

Tues. March 15
Globaliz(s)ation and Americanisation: Are They the Same?  

&

Film: The Coca Cola Kid
Thurs. March 17

Foer, Franklin.  2004.  How Soccer Explains the World.  New York: 
HarperCollins
Chapter 2 in Nye, Joseph.  2004.  Soft Power.  New York: Public 


Affairs.

Tues. March 22
Sex and Money: The Arguments Over Commercial Sex 

Kampadoo, Kamala and Jo. Doezema.  1998.  Global Sex Workers.  New 
York: Routledge.

Sakhronbanek, Siriphon et al.  1997.  The Traffic in Women.  London; 

New York: Zed Book.

*Thekaekara, Mari M.  2004.  “Sex Workers with Attitude.”  New 
Internationalist  368(June): 20-21.

Thorbek, Susanne and Bandana Pattanaik.  2002.  Transnational 


Prostitution.  London; New York: Zed Book. 

Thurs. March 24
 Sex and Politics: The Case of South Africa

*Deborah Posel.  “Sex, Death and the Fate of the Nation: Reflections on 
the Politicisation of Sexuality in post-Apartheid South Africa.” 
[forthcoming in Africa, 2004]

SPRING RECESS

Tues. April 5        
Human rights, international relations and sex/gender [including a lecture by Sofia Gruskin, FBX Center for Health & Human Rights]

 
&

Thurs. April 7

*Sonia Correa & Richard Parker: “Sexuality, Human Rights and Demographic thinking” Sexuality Research & Social Policy hhtp://nsrc.sfsu.edu




C. Enloe: Bananas, Beaches and Bases

M. Mayo: Global Citizens (forthcoming)
Graduate students should read Adam Jones: “Does ‘gender’ make the world go round?” Review of International Studies 22:4 1996: 405-29

Tuesday April 12:  Feminism, globalization and rights 
&



Thurs. April 14
A.M.Hilsdon et. al. Human Rights and Gender Politics: Asia-Pacific Perspectives, London: Routledge 2000

Rosalind Petchesky and Karen Judd (eds): Negotiating Reproductive Rights

Jan Pettman: Worlding Women

*Bonnie Shepard: “The ‘double discourse’ on Sexual and Reproductive rights in Latin America” Health and Human Rights: 4:2 2000: 111-43

*Nafis Sadik: “Progress in protecting reproductive rights…” Health and Human Rights: 4:2 2000

Tues. April 19

HIV/AIDS and Globalization

&
Tues. April 21



Altman, Dennis.  2003.  “HIV and Security.”  International Relations 
17(4):417-27

Barnett, Tony and Alan Whiteside.  2002.  AIDS in the Twenty First Century.  New York: Palgrave MacMillian.

*Human Rights Watch.  December 2004.  “Access to Condoms and 
HIV/AIDS Information.” 
http://hrw.org/backgrounder/hivaids/condoms1204/condoms1204.pdf




Terto, Veriano.  2000.  “Male Homosexuality and Seropositivity.”  

Chapter 3 in Richard Parker, R. M. Barbosa, and P. Aggleton (eds.), Framing the Sexual Subject.  Berkeley and Los Angeles, CA: University of California Press.

Tues. April 26

Identity Politics: Sexual Rights


&

Tues. April 28



*Boellstorff, Tom.  “Indonesian Gay and Lesbi Subjectivities and 
Ethnography in an already globalised world.”  American 
Ethnologist 30(2):225-42.

Drucker, Peter (ed).  2000.  Different Rainbows.  Chicago, IL: 
INBook/LP Group. (Read espec. his introduction and conclusion)

*Howe, Alyssa.  2002.  “Undressing the Universal Queer Subject: 
Nicaraguan 
Activism and Transnational Identity.”  City and 
Society (August). 


Sinnott, Megan.  2004.  Toms and Dees.  Honolulu: University of Hawaii 
Press.

Tues. May 3

The United States and the Rest of Us: A New Sex/Gender Regime?


&

Thurs. May 5



This will be your opportunity to reflect on how globalization may be 

changing the United States (one starting point is Samuel Huntington: 

Who Are We?)

*F. Wasser: “Is Hollywood America?” in T. Schatz (ed): Hollywood 

Routledge 2004: 364-79

Final Exam
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