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Course Outline
The following book, available in the Campus Bookstore, will be used in this course:

Murdoch, Joyce and Price, Deb-Courting Justice.  Read:  Introduction, Chapters 6, 8, 9, (pp. 225-231 only:  The Case of the “Soliciting Homo”) 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 (pp. 496 – 516 only:  section relating to the Boy Scouts), conclusion.  
In addition, you should be familiar with the following Supreme Court cases:

Griswold v. Connecticut 14 L. Ed. 2d 510 (1965)



(right of privacy)


Loving v. Virginia 18 L. Ed. 2d 1010 (1967)



(interracial marriage)


Bowers v. Hardwick 92 L.Ed. 2d 140 (1986)



(sodomy)


Hurley v Irish-American Gay, Lesbian and Bisexual Group of Boston 
132 L. Ed. 2d 487 (1995)



(right to exclude gays from a parade)


Romer v Evans 134 L. Ed. 2d 855 (1996)



(anti-gay amendment)


Boy Scouts of America v. James Dale 147 L. Ed. 2d 554 (2000)

                        (right to exclude gays from the Boy Scouts)


Lawrence v. Texas 156 L. Ed. 2d 508 (2003) 
(sodomy) 


Goodridge v. Department of Public Health (2003)



(gay marriage) on reserve in the library pp. 2-15, 18-21

Assignments:

This course is divided into three parts.  During the first part, ending

September 22, we will be reading the assigned chapters from Courting Justice.  During the second part of the course, beginning October 4 and ending October 11, we will be presenting short summaries of papers in class.   During the third part of the course, beginning October 25 and ending December 6, we will be debating various issues on gay politics.  Between the several parts of the course, we will be seeing several videos involving gay issues and/or listening to speakers on gay issues.

Paper:    Each member of the class is expected to write a two or three-page paper on an experience involving a gay issue.   This can be an experience you have had or someone you know has had.   It can be the experience of a straight person reacting to a gay situation, or the experience of a gay person reacting to a straight situation.   It can be some historical episode. (see suggested list) No bibliography is required.  The paper is to be summarized in class.  We will begin these summaries on October 4. The paper does not have to be turned in until October 27 but you need to have the paper well enough in hand so that you can summarize it beginning October 4.
Debates:  Each member of the class is expected to argue five debates.  A total of two people may sign up on one side of an issue.  Factors considered in the grade are the points you make (you should have at least four), the organization of your arguments (enumerate them), how you project your points, and whether you are involved in the rebuttal.  You should argue two of the debates for a position you do not personally share.  We hope to begin these debates on October 25.

Exams:  The first exam will be on September 22 and will be based on the selections from Courting Justice, lectures and the Supreme Court cases.  The final will be a debate on an issue involving gay politics.

Grades:  The first exam will count 10% of the grade.


    The paper will count 10% of the grade.  (This includes the summary of the 

                  paper in class.)


    Each debate will count 10% of the grade.


    The final exam will count 10% of the grade.


    The remaining 20% of the grade will be based on class attendance.

Late Work:  Papers turned in after October 27 will lose two grades.  If the first exam is turned in after October 27, it will lose two grades.  No work will be accepted after the last day of classes (December 7).  

Extra Credit:  You may receive extra credit for work on a gay issue.  Additional papers and debates may also be done for extra credit.  Any extra credit must be turned in by the last day of classes.
Incompletes:  No incompletes will be given in this course (except for extraordinary circumstances.)

Suggested Topics for the Paper

1. Gay marriage in Massachusetts
2. The Gay Games

3. The Stonewall Rebellion of 1969

4. The Defense of Marriage Act
5. The Matthew Shepherd murder
6. Security risks in the national government in the 1950’s and 1960’s.
7. Report on the movie Kinsey.
8. The murder of Harvey Milk in 1978.
9. The impact of AIDS on the gay community.
10. Gays in professional sports.
11. Gay TV programs (e.g., Will and Grace, Queer as Folk.
12. Anita Bryant’s campaign against gays in 1977.
13. Clinton’s policy of “Don’t ask, don’t tell, don’t pursue.”
Topics for Debate

1. People who are openly gay should be able to serve in the military.

2. Gay marriage is a right protected by the U.S. Constitution.
3. We need a national hate crimes law to protect gays.

4. It is OK for gays to be outed by other gays.

5. The Boy Scouts should be able to fire Scout leaders who are known to be gay.

6. Gays should be able to adopt children.

7. If someone is running for office, the person should reveal his/her sexual orientation.

8. College students should have to pay a student activity fee that supports a gay organization even if some students oppose the organization.

9. Health insurance should cover payments for HIV treatments.

10. Churches should be willing to hire non-celibate gay ministers who have partners.

11. A public school should have the right to ban students who wear clothing with a gay message.

12. Gay organizations should boycott cities that are perceived as anti-gay.

13. Those who are openly gay should be able to march in a privately-funded parade, even if the parade organizers are opposed.

14. Anti-gay organizations, such as the KKK, should be able to adopt a highway.

15. The legal age of sexual consent should be 16 in every state.

16. Students attending a private school should be able to establish a gay organization, even if the administration is opposed.

17. A gay firefighter should be able to live in a firehouse, even if some of the other firefighters are opposed to the idea.

18. ABC, CBS, and NBC should offer gay love scenes on prime time TV.

19. Elton John was correct to appear with Eminem at the Grammy Awards.

20. Sex education, including a discussion of gay issues, should be required in public schools.

21. Public schools should be required to include gay couples in high school proms and separate gay proms should be abolished.
22. It is okay to have single-sex gay bars.

23. If a major party should choose a gay candidate for President or Vice President, the party could still get elected.

24. If you are a gay professional baseball player, you should come out publicly in order to advance the cause of gay rights.

25. If gays in a college or university want to live in a separate living facility, the college or university should have to provide it.

26. Gay characters on TV should only be played by gay actors.

