
Women and Politics Research Section Award Winners 

1 

 
Best Paper Award  
For the best paper presented in the Field of Women and Politics Research at the APSA Annual 
Meeting  
 
2011 Lisa Blaydes, Stanford University 
 “How Does Islamist Local Governance Affect the Lives of Women? A Comparative Study of 
 Two Cairo Neighborhoods” 
 
2010 Celia Valiente, Universidad Carlos III, Madrid, Spain 

“Political Regimes Matter in ‘Abeyance’ Times: Feminist Organizing in Franco’s Spain (1930-
1975)” 

 
2009 Jonneke Koomen, University of Minnesota 
 “The Global Governance of Culture: Campaigns against Female Circumcision in East Africa” 
 
2008 Mala Htun, New School for Social Research and S. Laurel Weldon, Purdue University 
 “When and Why Do Governments Promote Women’s Rights? Toward a Comparative Politics 
 of State and Sex Equality” 
 
2005 Liesl Haas, California State University, Long Beach 

"Intergovernmental Relations and Feminist Policy Makings: A Case Study of Domestic 
Violence in Chile" 

 
2004 Anne E. Towns, University of Minnesota 

"Women Governing for Modernity: International Hierarchy and Legislature Sex Quotas" 
 
2003 J. Shoshanna Ehrlich and Carol Hardy-Fanta, University of Massachusetts, Boston 

"Grounded in the Reality of their Lives" 
 
2002 Eileen McDonagh, Northeastern University 

"Political Citizenship and Democratization: The Gender Paradox" 
 

2001 Kimberly J. Morgan, Princeton University 
"Women and the Two-Tiered Politics of Social and Political Citizenship in Europe" 

 
2000 Margaret Moore, University of Waterloo 

"The Ethics of Care and Justice," Women and Politics 20(2): 1-16 (April 1999) 
 

1999 Leonie Huddy, SUNY-Stony Brook, 
"The Social Nature of Political Identity: Feminist Image and Feminist Identity" 

 
1998 Gretchen Rittea, University of Texas at Austin 

"Regendering Citizenship after the Second World War" 
 
1997 Elisabeth Friedman, Stanford University 

"Paradoxes of Party Politics: The Impact of Gendered Institutions on Women's Incorporation in 
Latin American Democratization" 

 
1996 Anna Harvey, New York University 
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"Women, Party and Policy: A Rational Choice Approach" 
 
1995 Mary Dietz, University of Minnesota (Co-recipient) 

"Feminist Receptions of Hanna Arendt, or How the Analytical Category of Gender Does 
Injustice to the Theory of Politics" 

  
Carole Chaney, University of California, Riverside (Co-recipient) 
"Participation and Leadership in Committee Decision-Making: An Experimental Approach to 
Exploring Gender Differences" 

  
Lisa Young, University of Toronto (Co-recipient) 
"Social Movements and Political Parties: A Comparison of the Canadian and American 
Women's Movements, 1970-1993" 

 
 
Best Paper Award (continued) 
1994 Eileen McDonagh, Northeastern University 

"Abortion Rights Alchemy and the U.S. Supreme Court" 
 
1993 Paul Burstein, R. Marie Bricher, Rachel L. Einwohner, University of Washington, Seattle 

"Paid Work, Family and the State: Congressional Proposals to Regulate the Relationship 
Between Home and Work, 1945-1990" 

  
Aili Mari Tripp, University of Wisconsin, Madison (Co-recipient) 
"Gender, Political Participation, and the Transformation of Associational Life in Uganda and 
Tanzania" 

 
1992 Janet Boles, Marquette University (Co-recipient) 

"Local Elected Women and Policy Making: Movement Delegates or Feminist Trustees" 
  
Sonia Kruks, Oberlin College (Co-recipient) 
"Gender and Subjectivity: Simone de Beauvoir and Contemporary Feminism" 

 
1991 Christine Di Stefano, University of Washington 

"Rethinking Autonomy" 
 
1990 Susan Welch, University of Nebraska 

Donley T. Studlar, Oklahoma State University 
"Multimember Districts and the Representation of Women" 
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Best Dissertation Award 
Presented to the best dissertation in the field of women and politics research.  

2011  Dara Kay Cohen, University of Minnesota  
 “Explaining Sexual Violence During Civil War” 
 
2011 Rosanne Kennedy, Union Institute & University, Cincinnati 
 “Rousseau and the Perversion of Gender” 
 
2010 Samantha Majic, John Jay College 

“Protest By Other Means? Sex Workers, Social Movement Evolution, and the Political 
Possibilities of Nonprofit Service Provision” 

 
2009 Melanie M. Hughes, University of Pittsburgh 
 “Politics at the Intersection: A Cross-National Analysis of Minority Women’s Legislative 
 Representation” 
 
HONORABLE MENTION: 
 Cynthia Stavrianos, Northern Arizona University 
 “The Politics of Motherhood: Maternal Frames in Women’s Political Action” 
 
2008 Rachel Rinaldo, University of Chicago 
 “Mobilizing Piety: Women, Islam, and the Public Sphere in Indonesia” 
 
 Heather Ondercin, Pennsylvania State University 
 “The Changing Social Definitions of Men and Women and Their Effect on the Partisan Gender 
 Gap, 1953-2003” 
 
2006  Katharine Bedford, Rutgers University 

"The World Bank's Employment Programs in Ecuador and Beyond: Empowering Women, 
Domesticating Men, and Resolving the Social Reproduction Dilemma" 

 
Mona Lena Krook, Columbia University (Honorable Mention) 
"Politicizing Representation: Campaigns for Candidate Gender Quotas Worldwide" 

 
2005 Carisa R. Showden, University of North Carolina, Greensboro 

"Mythologies of Choice: The Politics of Domestic Violence and Alternative Reproduction" 
 
2004 Sarah Song, Yale University 

"Culture, Gender, and Equality" 
 
2003 Jennifer Leigh Disney, Winthrop University 

"The Theories and Practices of Women's Organizing: Marxism, Feminism, Democratization 
and Civil Society in Mozambique and Nicaragua" 

 
2002 Wendy Smooth, University of Nebraska 

"African American Women State Legislators: The Impact of Gender and Race on Legislative 
Influence" 
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2001 Kimberly J. Morgan, Princeton University 
"Whose Hand Rocks the Cradle? The Politics of Child Care Police in Advanced Industrialized 
States" 

 
2000 Mala nani Ntun, New School for Social Research 

"Private Lives, Public Policies: Divorce, Abortion, and Family Equality in Latin America" 
 
1999 Michele Tracy Berger, University of Nevada, Las Vegas 
 

"Workable Sisterhood: A Study of the Political Participation of Stigmatized Women with 
HIV/AIDS" 

 
1997 Lorraine Bayard de Volo, Whitman College 

"Heroes, Martyrs, and Mothers: Maternity Identity Politics in Revolutionary Nicaragua" 
 
1996 Anna Harvey, Princeton University 

"The Legacy of Disenfranchisement: Women in Electoral Politics, 1917-1932" 
  

Cindy Simon, University of Oklahoma 
"Women's Ways of Political Leadership: A Cross-Jurisdictional Study of State Legislative 
Committee Chairs" 

 
1995 Robin May LeBlanc, Oglethorpe University 

"Homeless as Citizens: The Political World of the Japanese Housewife" 
 

 
Best Dissertation Award (continued) 
1994 Joanna Goven, University of California, Berkeley 

"The Gendered Foundations of Hungarian Socialism: State, Society and the Anti-Politics of 
Anti-Feminism, 1948-1990" 

 
1993 Beth A. Reingold, Emory University" 
 Representing Women Gender Difference Among Arizona and California State Legislators" 
 
The Okin-Young Award in Feminist Political Theory co-sponsored by Women and Politics, 
Foundations of Political Theory, and the Women’s Caucus for Political Science commemorates the 
scholarly, mentoring, and professional contributions of Susan Moller Okin and Iris Marion Young to 
the development of the field of feminist political theory published in an English language academic 
journal during the previous calendar year. 
 
2011 Jennifer Einspahr, Kalamazoo College 
 “Structural Domination and Structural Freedom: A Feminist Perspective” 
 Feminist Review volume 94 
 
2010 Ann Towns, University of Delaware 
 “The Status of Women as a Standard of 'Civilization,'" 
 European Journal of International Relations 15 (4) 681-706 
 
2009 Kathy Ferguson, University of Hawaii 
 “Discourses of Danger: Locating Emma Goldman,” Political Theory 36 (5): 735-761 
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 C. Heike Schotten 
 “Nietzsche/Pentheus: The Last Disciple of Dionysus and Queer Fear of the Feminine.”  
 Differences: A Journal of Feminist Cultural Studies 19 (3) 90-125 
 
2008 Stephen T. Leonard, University of North Carolina; Joan C. Tronto, Hunter College 
 “The Genders of Citizenship” American Political Science Review (February 2007) 
 
 Tamara Metz, Reed College 
 “The Liberal Case for Disestablishing Marriage” Contemporary Political Theory 


