	GOVT 370
Sexual Citizenship 
Spring 2004

	
Instructor: Valerie Lehr
Phone: 229-5677
email: vlehr@stlawu.edu
Office: 84 Park Street, #203
Office Hours: T, H 12:45-1:45 and by appointment.

	In this course, we will explore sexual politics by looking in depth at two issues: gay/lesbian/transexual marriage and employment discrimination based on sexuality and/or gender identity. For each issue, we will look at explore how the debate is constructed by politicians, academics, the media, glbt activist organizations, and law/legal theory. After this common exploration, you will work with a group to explore another issue/topic through the same lenses. In general, my goal is for you to learn about not only the currrent state of gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgendered/queer political organizing in the United States, but also about frameworks through which political scientists study such organizing and how political theory might help us to analyze the potential of various strategies. 

	Course Requirements: 
· Two small research projects, one with a paper and one with a presentation. – 10% each. 

· One group research project on a topic that you choose. – 20% 

· Midterm essay –15% 

· Final exam – 20% 

· Blackboard Response Postings. —15%. 

· Participation — 10%. Your participation may be either in writing or orally in class. That is, I would like for all of you to contribute to class discussion. If you really dislike speaking in class, try to do it anyway, but if this is simply too painful for you, you may contriubute by posting responses to the responders on blackboard. If you do this, you should post your response before class. You should also be aware that I'm likely to bring up what you have said and perhaps ask you to say more about it. That is, this is not a total substitute for contributing to class discussions.

Please note: I am not assigning regular response writing to the class as a whole, but if the majority of you are not prepared for class on a regular basis, I reserve the right to change the syllabus in order to guarantee that we can have a good discussion daily.

	Texts to purchase:
Phelan, Shane, Sexual Strangers.
Balsius, Mark, Sexual Identities, Queer Politics

	Daily Schedule:
Section I: Developing and Theorizing Sexual Citizenship
1/21 – View Before Stonewall

1/23 – John D’Emilio, “Capitalism and Gay Identity”; and Bernstein, Mary, "Celebration and Suppression," The American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 103, No.3 (1997): 531-565.


1/28 – Phelan, pp. 1-62.


1/30 — Phelan, pp. 63-114. (Page, Melissa)


2/4 — Phelan, pp. 114-138. (Scott, Sherri)


Section II: Political Science and the Study of Gay Politics
2/6 — Blasius, Chapters 1 (Katie, Angie) and 2 (Andrea, Melva)


2/11 — Blasius, Chapters 10 (Jacky, Susie) and 11 (Paul, Celia).


2/13 — Blasius, Chapters 13 (Mike, Cody) and 14 (Gillian, Elizabeth). 


Section III: Marriage Rights and Other Forms of Relationship Recognition
2/18 —History of the debate over marriage/relationship rights– Manifestos from Out of the Closet: Voices of Gay Liberation; Paula Ettelbrick, "Since When is Marriage the Path to Liberation?" Outlook, Fall 1989: 14-16; and Tom Stoddard, "Why Gay People Should Seek the Right to Marry," Outlook, Fall 1989. 9-13. (Jason, Christy)

. 
2/20 — Pro-marriage argument: Andrew Sullivan, selection from Virtually Normal. We will divide the book so that as a group, we have read the entire text. Each person will be responsible for working with 2 others to discuss the main points of your chapter for the class as a whole. Book will be on reserve. 


2/25 — William Eskridge, "Equality Practice: Liberal Reflections on the Jurisprudence of Civil Union," Albany Law Review 2001. Find through Lexis-Nexis Academic.


2/27 — Blasius, Chapters 5 and 7.


3/3 — Lehr, "Relationship Rights for a Queer Society," from Child, Family, and State and Phelan, pp. 139-161. Midterm handed out: Please note: You may either turn in your midterm essay before you leave for break, or it will be due on the Monday that you return from break by 4:30.


3/5 — Massachusetts, gay marriage and the 2004 election: the decision, speculation about results, polling data, and candidate positions. 


3/10 and 3/12— For these two classes, you will be doing independent research and writing about your findings. You must complete your work and post your essay on blackboard by Thursday at 4:00 pm. Your work will focus on media portrayals of gay marriage or the discussion of gay marriage by gay/lesbian rights organizations. You should read through all of the papers and post at least one response in which you discuss how the findings fit with or contradict the reading that we have been doing. Please note: I will be away at a conference, but I will try to periodically check my email, so if you have a question, contact me. If you have a question about your research, you should ask Joan Larsen. 

Section IV: Employment Issues

3/24 – 4/16 — Assignments to be determined.

Section V: Research on Additional Issues
4/21 – Discuss issues to be researched in the remaining 2 weeks.


4/23, 4/28 — Work on project. Your group's project must be posted by 11:59 pm on Wednesday. 

4/30 — Discuss Projects.


